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jent’s House. It is well known to many of the 
gepators, 8S well as the Committee on Public 
punidings, that there has been very great danger 
the occupants of that house for some time past, 

consequence of the want of drainage. The cel- 
gs and lower part of the house are in a very bad 
andition, and the illness of some of its occupants 
igs been, attributed by some to the malaria which 
yas from the lower part of the building. The 
ghole of the basement is now at times absolutely 
covered with water, and is at all times in so bad a 
eadition that it is totally unfit to be occupied even 
py the domestics. This situation of the buildin 
is nothing new. It was so when it was occupie 
by the predecesser of the late lamented President. 
| believe my friend from New York (Mr. Dicuin- 
sox] is aware of the fact that very great complaint 
yss made at that time, and very earnest solicita- 
tion was made that something should be done, It 
requires & thorough system of drainage about the 
house, 80 as to make the basement and cellar suita- 
bie to be occupied. Such ig the state of the build- 
ing, that the incoming President dare not remain 
four and twenty hours in it, but has taken his res- 
idence in Georgetown for the present. I[ hope, 
with this explanation, there will be no objection 
to the passage of the resolution. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I concur in what the Sen- 
stor says about the condition of the lower part of 
thathouse. From what I have learned heretofore, 
the whole area of the lower part of the house has 
been frequenthy covered with water. It is at all 
times very damp, uncomfortable, and unhealthy. 
Itshould certainly be repaired in the manner sug- 
gested by the Senator. 

The joint resolution was then reported to the 
Senate; and, no amendment having been proposed, 
it was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 


DRAWBACK ON FOREIGN MERCHANDISE. 


Mr. PHELPS asked the Senate to jedeige him 
by taking up for consideration Senate bill, No. 145 
—being the bill amendatory of an act entitled ** An 
act allowing drawback on foreign merchandise ex- 
ported in the original packages to Chihuahua and 
Santa Fé, in Mexico, and the British North Amer- 
ican provinces adjoining the United States, ap- 
proved March 3, 1845, and for other purposes.” 
The bill meee, ver read a second time, 
_ Mr. HUNTER said: This seems to me a ver 
important bill, and requires some explanation. 
never heard of it before; and as it seems to con- 
fain important provisions, I will ask the Senator 
from Vermont to state the object of the bill. 
Mr. PHELPS. 1 can state very concisely the 
object of this bill. It will be recollected that in 
135 we passed an act allowing drawbacks upon 
goods transported through this country to various 
loreign places, and anmgpng the rest to the British 
province of Canada. “Phe act, however, allowed 
the drawback upon goods intended merely for 
‘ransit through the country, in conformity with 
the previous laws. Upon referring to an act 
passed, I think, in 1792—the original act on the 
subject of drawback—it was found that the act 
imposed a condition, that the goods should be ex- 
pens in vessels of not less than 30 tons burden. 
twill be perceived, therefore, sir, that the act of 
1&5 allowed a drawback only upon goods export- 
ed in vessels of that burden. Since the introduc- 
‘on of railroads into the country, a new mode of 
‘ansportation has been created. With respect to 
the transportation of goods to Canada, the water. 
‘avigation is closed for half the year, and it is im- 
rennin Eel to allow dtawbacks upon goods 
rai . i - 
ject = on lroads.. That is simply the ob 

There are some 
which are intended 





minor provisions in the bill 
ae d merely to remedy some over- 
’ 's in the previous act. The great object is to 
} w.8 drawback upon goods ted on land 
fi, et when, by the existing law, it is con- 

led to goods an Vessels not under a. 
rertain ve, is the sule object. 

Mr. DAVIS, of usetis. Ihavea aa 


ment what my friend from Vermont says. 
bill dened chit enable persons ex port- 


| advised that that is eae 


| and, I believe, also from the Atlantic coast to the 
Ohio river, vpon the same condition exactly as 
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ing goods for drawback to these British provinces 
to do it wholly by land. The original bill, which 
was passed, as has been suggested by the Senator 
from Vermont, was predicated upon a law author- 
izing drawbacks for goods to Chihuahua and Santa | 
Fé. It provided, among other things, in order to | 
identify the goods when they arrived in the British | 
provinces, that you should hese an affidavit of the | 
master of the vessel, in which they were trans- 
ported. Now, sir, if you are obliged to procure 
the affidavit of the master of the vessel, you can- | 
not transport your goods wholly by land. The 

object of this bill is to authorize transportation 





Then, sir, there is another modification that the | 


Senate ought to be made acquainted with. When 


we passed the bill requiring all moneys received || 


for the revenue of the United States to be paid 
directly, without deduction, into the Treasury, | 
there was a clause in the bill saving this act rela- | 
ting to the drawback from the operation of that | 
bill. Well, sir, upon inquiry at the Treasury, Lam |) 
unnecessary. It creates 
be best to repeal that || 


confusion; and it woul 
saving clause, and let goods exported for drawback | 
stand upon the same footing in this case as in | 
others. The provisions of the bill authorize goods 
to be transported under general laws by railroad 
from the United States to the British provinces, 


i} 


| until the bill was returned; but t have no objection 
| to act upon it now, if it is desired by the Senator 
| from Missouri. [will state, however, tothe Senate, 
| ina very few words, the impression which this 

bill made upon my mind when I read it, and some 
| features that [ thought were objectionable. The 
| first section provides that the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, upon being furnished with the ne- 
| cessary proof of the depredations which the Indians 
have committed upon the property of citizens, shall 


they are carried up the Ohio. They meet the ap- | 
probation of the Treasury Department—in fact, | 
the bill was drawn up there, at the Treasury De- | 
partment—and they have met, also, the approba- | 
tion of the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DICKINSON. This is too important a 
bill to pass without a little reflection. y atten- 
tion has not been called to it before; and I hope 
that it will be allowed to lie over till to-morrow. || 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
New York make a motion to that effect? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I think the | 
Senator from New York will not see any great 
impediment in the bill, if he should examine it. 
it simply permits, under the same safeguards as | 
goods are now carried by water, goods to be car- 
ried wholly by rail, or partly by rail and partly || 
by water, or wholly by railroad or wholly by | 
water, 


Mr. DICKINSON. _I hope that the mover will || 


have no objection to have this bill laid over till to- || 
morrow. 

Mr, PHELPS. [ have no objection. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Then, Mr. President, I 
move that it be laid on the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was agreed to. 


INTERCOURSE WITH INDIAN TRIBES. 
On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, the Senate +| 


proceeded to consider Senate bill No. 293—being | 


the bill to extend the benefit of the 17th section of 
the act to regulate the intercourse with Indian | 
tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers, ap- | 
promy June 3, 1834, to the people of Texas and 
others. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the bill, having | 
been amended when last under consideration, and | 
ordered to be printed as amended, had not been | 
returved from the printer. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I apprehend that the Sen- | 


ators who made the objections to the bill when | 


last «wnder consideration, are now satisfied, and | 
will permit it to pass. There is but one question, | 
and it is as to the time when this bill shall com- | 
mence its — in the States of Georgia and | 
Alabama. The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Un- | 
DERWwoOoD] ‘made some objection as to the time | 
when this bill should commence its operation in | 
these States. Now, I have no objection to any 

amendment that may be proposed; but this is a | 
matter that is better understood by the Senator | 
from Alabama and the Senator from Florida than 
by myself. All that | know is this: some—per- 


; 
haps a half dozen—memorials have been referred } 


to the Committee on Indian A ffairs—memorials of 


citizens of these States, asking Congress to indem- | 


|| for | know that some few 


| principle. 


| 

























































nify them for ce 
Now, sir, | propose to give the people of Georgia, 


depredations of Indians. 


Alabama, Mississippi, and Texas, the benefit of 
the “intercourse” law. There is no new principle 
in the bill. The only question is, what time the 
| bill shall operate in these States. I am perfectly 
| willing to accept any am@mdment the Senator from 
Kentucky may propose in that respect. I believe 
| it is necessary that there should be some remedy; 
ears ago there was a 


vast number of claims in the State of Florida for 


| depredations committed. I know equally as well 


| that the Committee on Indian Affairs uniformly 
wholly by land, as the Senator has suggested. } 


refused to report bills granting the indemnity 
asked, because it did not come within the provis- 
| 1ons of the intercourse law. The depredations were 
, committed while in a state of war, and for which 
| neither this nor any other Government, unless 
under very peculiar circumstances, ever allows in- 
demnity. The intention of the bill is to indemnify 
individuals robbed by one or more Indians, while 
in a state of peace with the United States. This 
is the whole object of the bill. There is no new 
I believe the first intercourse law, in 
1783, was founded upon precisely the same prin- 
ciples as this contains. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. Upon my motion this. 


| bill was laid upon the table, and the amendments 
| made the other day were ordered to be printed. 
| did not expect that the Senate would act upon it 


t 


| make application to the tribe of Indians to which 


such Indians belong for satisfaction; and if such 
tribe of Indiana shall refuse to make satisfaction, 
then he shall return the case to the Secretary of 
the Interior, that such further steps may be taken 
as shall be deemed necessary; and in the mean 
time the United States shall indemnify the party 
to the amount of the value of the property taken, 
stolen, or destroyed. Now, it did seem to me that 
the Government was only under obligation to use 
the proper exertions to obtain compensation from 
the Indians for any depredations which they may 
have committed upon the property of citizens, 


|| without being bound, while these proceedings 

were in progress, to pay the citizens, thus robbed, 
| the amount of depredation out of the public 
|| Treasury. 


I did not see why the citizen should 
not wait until the Government’s action had been 
expended, or why lie should draw the amount of 
the injury out of the public Treasury, while the 
Government was in good faith endeavoring to pro- 
| cure satisfaction for the injury. 1 was apprehen- 
| sive there might be some danger in all this, and 
| thought it probable that in some cases individuals 
might make ex parte cases, present them, draw the 


|| money, and when the Government in fact comes 


| to make a proper investigation, it would find that 
| the thing was exactly as the matter had been pre- 
| gented to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, ex 
| parte, and upon which statement the money had 
| been drawn. 
| Jt is said that after twelve months the agent shall 
| return the proceedings to the Secretary of the In- 
| terior, to say what further the Secretary of the 
| Interior may do after that time. It is expressly 
provided that before this thing is done the money 
| shall be paid upon this ex parte statement upon the 
| part of the citizens and their witnesses. Now it 
| did seem to me that that principle was liable to be 
| abused, and that it would be best to postpone the 
| case of the individuals until the Commissioner of 
| Indian Affairs, the Secretary of the Interior, or the 


‘| Indian agent, should bave heard a little on both 


sides, and until the au h-rities in the Indian nation 
| should have farnishe: alt the testimony upon the 
| subject, or till at least ney were heard from. 4 
| thought it was almost too hasty to make the pay- 
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ment forthwith to the party complaining of the 
grievance. 

The ' 
thier The third section of the bill, v! ; : 
ment proposed by thé Senator from Florida, gives | 
a retrospective qperation so.as to embrace the 
claims of Alabama = Plorida since the pao Bos 
1836; and it-givest ie) ar joner -o ian 
A ffairs—-if he antinmans of honorable Sene- 
toc from Fiorida shall stand—the right to settle 
these various claims, which from year.to year, to 
my own knowledge asa member of the Committee 
of Claims, have been presented to the Committee | 
of Claims for adjudication. . 1 did not see the pro- || 

riety of giving this retrospective operation to this || 
bia, sO as to make it embrace claime of that de- || 
ecription, in behalfof Alabama and Florida, as far || 
mak as 1836. But.if you intend to legislate upon || 
the subject, according to the suggestion of my || 
friend from Missouri, I thought it would be right || 
to‘put these claims of Alabama and Florida upon | 
precisely the same footing that this bill has put ;| 
the claim of Texas, or any other State adjoining 
the Indian tribes, upon whose citizens Indians may || 
commit depredations, without giving it a retro- 
spective aetfor the Jast fourteen years. That part | 
of the bill L thought improper. It was suggested | 
by my friend from Missouri that perhaps this bill, 

in its retrospective operation, would not act upon 
that description of claims which | have now | 
brought te the attention of the Senate, because | 
these claims, as suggested b 
tor from Missouri, originated in a state of war, and 
the claims intended to be provided for in this bill | 
were such as originated in a state of profound | 
peace—depredations committed by Indians when | 
































other objection that | had to the bill was | Appointment of a most distinguished friend and 
the amend-, || fe 


| 
} 


the honorable Sena- || 


sathusetts, a commission to supply the’ vacate 
in the other wing of the Capitol, occasioned by the 


w-citizen to the office of Secretary of State. 

aving decided to accept this commission, and 
being called upon to proceed at once to, take my 
seat in the Senate, I have thought fit to inform this 
House, ity person; that my place here will be va- 
eant from this day, and to request that the fact 


| may be-announced in the usual form to the Gov- 


ernor of Massachusetts, 

In taking: final.leave of a Body with which I 
have been so long associated, 1 trust that it will 
not be thought intrusive, if 1 say, in the simplest | 
and briefest terms, that I shall always cherish the 
highest regard for its character and its honor; and 
if Loffer, as Lnow do, to the Speaker and to every 
one of the members, my parting wishes for their 
health, happiness, and prosperity. 

LAND TITLES IN OREGON. 
Mr. THURSTON asked the unanimous con- 





Whereas the people of Oregon have resided in that Ter- 
ritory for the last twelve years without being able to get any 
title to their lands. although yearly petitioning Congress on 
this subj ct; and whereas for several years previous to. the 


\j 14th day of August, 1848, they had maintained a provisional 
| government at their own expense, under which every man 


was protected in his possessions by law, and the Territory 
was flouri-biug; and whereas on the said 14th day of Au- 
gust, 1548, the Congress of the United States suspended the 
provisional government, by establishing a territorial govern- 
ment, and declaring all the laws of the said provisional gov- 













voted, 


|| or 





| 


sent to introduce the following resolution; which || © 
| was read for information, viz: 


| 


| 
i 
| 





ernment affecting the title to lands to be null and void, by 
reason whereof the people of said Territory have been lett 
for nearly 1wo full years without any law to protect them in 


their farms and possessions, and subject to all the penalties | 





there was no declaration of war. » Now, 1 do not. 
know precisely, in reference to Florida and Ala- 





My recollections are, that these depredations were | 
committed without any formal declaration of | 
war on the partof: Congress. We recognized the | 
state of hostility as existing. Now, in that state | 
of things, you will perceive that these claims to | 
whiek i have alluded may. all be presented here; | 
and if there be no statute fixing the commencement | 
of hostilities by.a declaration of war against these | 
tribes, they might come in under the the provis- | 
ions of thie bill as depredations: committed in a 
state of peace. . I therefore think that there are ob- 
jections to the bill that are worthy of some consider- 
ation; and, if it would not incommode the Senator 
from Missouri, | would prefer its lying over still, 
until it be printed,and we have an opportunity of 
looking into the ‘tintercourse’’ law, and seeing 
how far this bilhis compatible with the principles 
heretofore acted upon. 
Senater from Missouri that I have every disposi- 
tion to do whatrcan be done, and ought to be 

















ing over this business, withdraw my objections, if 
I find it to be as the honorable Senator suggests. 
Mr. ATCHISON. | am perfectly willing that 





motion to that effect. 






pone, it was agreed to. 
CALIFORNIA*+—THE COMPROMISE BILL. 







the bill for the admission of California into the 
Union, the establishment of Territorial Govern- 
ments for Utah and New Mexico, and making 








ern and western boundaries. 

Various amendments were proposed, debated, 
and disposed of. The whole of the 
will appear in the Appendix. 






bill, at 4 o’clock, 
The Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Toespay, July 30, 1850. 
The Journal was read. 
RESIGNATION OF MR. WINTHROP. 


gence of the House for a single moment, and pro- 
ceeded to say as ¥Yollows: 

Mr. Sreager: 1 have: received this morning, 
from the Executive of the Commonwealth of Mas- 











done, to guard the citizens of Texas and other | 
Sta‘es liable to depredations; and | will, upon look- | 


i] 


|| 
I assure the honorable || 


} 
i 


| 


the bill go over till to-morrow; and | now make the || 
H 
The question being taken on the motion to post- | 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of || 


proposals to Texas for the settlement of her north- | 


proceedings 


Without coming to any decisive vote upon the | 


| 
| 
4 
| 





}| yesterday that my name is omitted 
|| Me. CONGER. 





and inconveniences of being residents on the public lands 
of the United States, and in an Indian country ; and where- 


\| as, by reason of the foregoing, the farmers of that country 
bama, that there was any positive declaration of || 
war against the tribes inthat quarter of the country. || 


have been, and now are, obliged to protect their farms and 
property by the only law which the Congress of the United 


execution of which two men have recently been killed dis- 
puting about one claim, the result of whieb is that the peo- 
ple are leaving the country, emigration to it has ceased, and 
the prosperity of the Territory been blighted; and whereas 
House bill No. 250, making disposition of the public lands 
| in Oregon bas nearly been completed in Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union, and will take but a short 
| time to be completed : Therefore, 
Resolved, That House bill No. 250 be made the special or- 
der of the day for the seeond Monday of August next, and 
from day to day thereafter until finished, 


Mr. RUMSEY objected. 

So the resolution was not received. 

THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

Mr.McCLERNAND. The annunciation made 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts ‘this morn- 
| ing makes it necessary that the Chair should ap- 
| point some gentleman of this body to fill the 
vaeancy in the Committee on Foreign Affairs, oc- 
| casioned by his resignation. I therefore submit a 


er to fill the vacancy. 
The question was taken upon the motion of Mr. 
McCyernanp, and was decided in the affirmative. 


|| So the Speaker was aathorized to fill the vacan- 


| cy in the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
CORRECTIONS OF THE JOURNAL. 


Mr. CROWELL. | I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. I observe by the published proceedings of 





I object to the gentleman’s 
proceeding unless he rises to a correction ofthe 
Journal. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York rises to a correction of the Journal. 
Mr. CROWELL, (to Mr. Concer.) If the 
}| honorable gentleman from New York will compose 
)| hia nerves a little 
|| TheSPEAKER, (to Mr. Croweut.) Thegen- 
tleman will proceed to stage his point of order. 
Mr. CROWELL. | I perceive in the published 
| proceedings of yesterday 
| .Mr. JONES. Isitan 
| only of the Globe? 
| Mr. CROWELL, (continuing his sentence,) 
| my name is omitted. 











error of the Journal, or 


Mr. CONGER renewed and insisted upom his 
point of order. 


|| The SPEAKER. The Chair will have the 
|, Journal examined. Will the gentleman state: the 


Mr. WENTHRUP. rose and asked: the indul- || vote to: which he refers? 
1 Mr. CROWELL. 


It was the resolution offered 
| by thegentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Wentworts. } 





question. I voted in the affirmative. 


! 


States has left to their aid, the revolver and bowie-knife, b 
ais || Mr. MASON, 
| Committee on Accounts, occasioned by the death 


| 





motion (if it be necessary) to authorize the Speak- | 


y name is not recorded in the Globe upon that 


| colleague’s health is such as to forbid his } 


The SPEAKER, | The gentleman 
states, that Upon thé resolution offered 
tleman from Hlinois, he voted in ‘the 
The Journal docs not show that 


from Ohio 
ine gen- 
rmative, 
the: gentleman 
Mr. JONES. Has the Journal be ined) 
is it merely the report of the séwepaper 
The SPEAKER. “The Journal does Not sho 
that the gentleman voted. * 
Mr. CROWELL. “Imove that the Journal be 
corrected by reeording my vote. 
No objection being made} the motion was agreed 


Mr. PARKER rose to a privil uesti 

stated, that upon the motion made yesterday tan 
gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Oxps,} to suspend the 
rules to enable him to offera resolution for the ob 
journment of Congress, his vote was not recorded. 
He had voted in the affirmative, and moved tha, 
the Journal be so amended. _ 
No objection being made, the motion was agreed 


to 


The Journal, as amended in these severa| 
ticulars, was approved. 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LANDs., 

Mr. MORSE. I desire to ask the unanimovs 
consent of the House to move that my colleague 
{[Mr. Harmanson,] who is ina very tow state of 
health, be excused for theremainder of the session 
from service as a member of the Committee on 
Public Lands. Itis a very important committee: 
and at the request of several gentlemen who desire 
to have a full committee I make the motion. My 


par- 


here during the remainder of the session. ing 
No objection being made, 


Mr. Harmanson was excused, and the Speaker 


was authorized to fill the vacancy. 


COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS. 
I move that the vacancy in the 


of Hon. Daniel P. King, of Massachusetts, be 
filled by the Speaker. 

No objection being made, 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 


COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. The illness of 
the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Hacxerr,] it is 
known to the House, is such asto render him unable 
to attend here. He isa member of the Commit 
tee on Indian Affairs. Some matters of import- 
ance are to come before that committee. | am 
authorized by Mr. Hackett to ask that he be 
excused from further service on the committee; 
and on behalf of the committee, I move that the 
Speaker be authorized to fill the vacancy. 

No objection being made, the motion was agreed 


Mr. MORTON asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to withdraw certain papers from the 
files of the House, for the purpose of reference 
another committee. 

No objection was made. 

Mr. PRESTON KING moved that the roles 
be suspended, and that t ouse resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 1 hope that 
the committees will be called-this morning. 


HOMESTEADS. 


The SPEAKER. The ‘Chair will state thet 
there is a privileged question pending, which must 
be di of, viz: une motion to feconsider the 
vote by which the House referred to the Comm: 
tee of the Whole on the state ‘of the Union, the 
bill reported from. the Committee on Agriculture, 
to encourage agriculture and for other purposes. 
This is the first business in order. 

Mr. BAYLY. | eall‘for the regular order of 
business. ; : 

The said motion to sreconsider came up, Mr. 
Evans, of Maryland, being entitled to the floor. 

Mr. EVANS ‘said, it had been his intention 0 
address the House on this question. He desired 
to doso. Butasthe chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Meansdesired to call up the appr” 
priation bills; as it was a late period of the ses 
nlogeinass no nae 

Mr. PRESTON KING interposed, and made 
the point that the gentleman’s remarks were "0 
in order. i¥ ii | Does ye ’ 


to 


a3 &i 

















EAKER. The 
oe itis debatable, 









motion to reconsider is 
Mc PRESTON KING. To reconsider what’ 


| Mr. PUTNAM ‘rose, 
pri 












he said, to arquestion of | Mr. BAYE 

















nsideration. of the 
we. }} Vote, and that that Motion be laid tipon the table 
| Mr. -DUER submitted, ors the gentleman. from }} Ordered aceordingl y, wre 
? Maryland (Mr. Evaws} was iscussing the point | Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, hoped, he suid, 
whe SPEAKER. _ The Note by which the of order. || that the call of the committees for eee would 
House referred to the Committee of the Whole on The CHAIRMAN (in reply to the statement of || now be continued, me of the comimittecs had 
the state of a ae the bill reported from the My Forman questa e881 Bqueation “ thr aloge) | not been called. 
ittee on Agriculture, 3 4 . | Said that no uestion o Privilege could be rai | The SPr KE : a 
Can PRESTON KING said, his point of order || jn itten of the Whole on. the state Of the |! nesw was tie ton othe Somer of bu 
was, that the porte of the gentleman from Unies rAgersions of that nature belonged exclu- Mr. WHITE moved that the tutes besuspended? 
aryland were not relevant "Oo the question,  Sively to the Horse. | and that the House ive itself int 
— SPEAKER (remarking that he had not The CHAIRMAN (on the-point of order of || of the Whole on thé emteor at Union mittee 
before understood the point of order correctly) {| wr. Evans) decided that, under the uniform prac. || he motion having agreed to 
sustained the point, and Stated that any remarks tice,.a wide range of debate had always been ai. | he House again ¢ ed itself inte Committes 
touching the order of business in committee or. in lowed in Committee of the Whole on the state of | of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr 
the House, were irrelevant, a8 & matter of course, || the Union, and that the Chair, therefore, did not orp in the chair. 
ed, Mr. EVANS, not intend to discuss the || feel authorized to declare the remarkeof the gen ; 
bat order of business. if the gentleman from New tleman from New York (Mr. Purwam} out of NAVY PENSIONS, 
York had not interrupted me, I should have given order. ‘ oe Mr BAYLY moved that the California mes- 
Ped him a chance ere this to, get at the all-important, Mr. EVANS appealed from the decision, and } Sage be Jaid aside, and that the Committee proceed 
absorbing question, which mcupies his. soul and proceeded to make some remarks. _ to the consideration of the bill’ making &ppropria- 
ar the soul of all his Free-Soij friends. I was giving The CHAIRMAN said, the appeal was not de- |! tions: for the Payment of navy pension 
the reason why I do not intend to weary the I batable, he motion having been agreed tow 
House to-day. When the bill Somes up in com- || Mr. EVANS read the second rule of the House, || Pp a mittee proceeded to the consideration of 
0 mittee, | intend to address. the House Upon itif | }| to show that appeals of this nature were deba- || the bill maki i 
ve can get a chance, | therefore, with & view of |! table. 
of proceeding to the public business, and with no 


ion 
On t 
te. tion ’> reconsider on the table, 

ire The motion was put and agreed to, 


power, move to lay the m 


| The ruleis as follows: 
ies | 


| “He (the Speaker) shalt prese 
O- i! MAY speak to F i 

|) bera, rising from his seat for that 
|) questions of order, 


June, 1850 


Mr. McCLERNAN 


D took the floor, 
3 and shall decide || Wired of the Chairman 


and in. 





tion, and in avceord- 


» if it was now in order to 
Subject to. an appeal to the House by any || Proceed with his remurka, : 
|| (WO members, on which appeal ro member shall speak The CHAIRMAN said, the bill would be first 
ly Mr. PRESTON KING moved that the House || more than once, unless by leave of the House.>> | read. 
ng resolve itself into Committtee of the W ole on the Mr. E. also read the note appended to this rule, | The bill was then read, ; 
state of the Union. enon! | and which is in the Words following, | Mr, McCLERNAND. I do not rise for the 
The question was taken, and decided in the af. | . “Difficulties have often arisen as to a supposed discrep. || purpose of debating the question of slavery, It 
tr firmative. aneg pewoen the appeal There punted in this syleand has already Occupied the attentiun of the House 
i ; i that re erred to in Tnle . ere is no 'screpancy. 1e : Z ; 
The House accordingly resolved itself ate question of order mentioned in the second rote relates to || 00 long, and ‘the country ae weet fe'tired of it, 
Committee . of the. Whole on the state of the || motions or propositions, their applicability or relevancy, or || 1t i8 a question that is entirely foreign to the bill 
Union, (Mr. Born in the chair.) their admissibility on the Score of time, or in the order of immediately under considera 
e | business, &e, The ‘ call to order? Mentioned in rule 35 
h CALIFORNIA. Y | on which, in case of appeal, there can be 
, The CHAIRMAN announced that the Califor- || 


nia message was the subject first in order. 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 
Mr. BAYLY moved to ny 
message, with the. view .o 
making appropriations for the 
tionary and other pensions of 
for the year end ing 30th June, 
Tellers were asked and ordered, 
Sueprerp, and Harais 
pointed, 
The question was 
—ayes 95, noes 68. 


So the California message and bill were laid 
aside, : 


Oo, 


taking up. the bill | 


taken, and the tellers reported 


committee proceed 
i 280; being 


|| 80ce with the re vest of frien 
2 no debate, has ref. 4 
| erence only to « transgressions of the rute 


| to indecorum of any kind, See also rule 51, in which 


> OF Upon the territe. 
on an appeal, pending a call for the previous question, ig || 


“A, uNder other circu netances, I 
might be disposed to submit for the consideration 
|| of the committee, I will at onee Come tothe point, 


| 1? regard to which I fee} myself called upon to make 
» frauseressthe || a few remarks, 

y member may, It will be 
falled to order | 


prohibited,» 
|| Mr DUER read th 


¢ following rule: 
“Ifany member, 


in speaking or otherwise 
rules of the House, the Speaker shall, or an 

| call to order, in which case the member xo 
* |) shall immediately sit down, unless 







that a few days ago a 
rmitted ¢ lain. || debate eecurred here, in which the gentleman from 
and the House shalt, if appealed to, decide ea the Cate, but || the Chicago district of Hlinoia, (Mr. Wenr- 
Without debate? &o, , |} WortH,) the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
Some. conversation followed between Mr. Durr || Wnor,) and myself, participated, find, sir 
and Mr. Evans, 


| the speech delivered by th , 
Mr. EVANS appealed from the decision of the || Sylvania, or the speech reported ag having been 
| Chair declaring the appeal not deb by hi ¢ 
| The CHAIRMAN said 
not take a second appeal. 
Mr. EVANS suid, he would withdraw the form- 
er appeal, and appeal from the Second decision. 


atable. || delivered y him, published in the Daily Globe of 
|| this morning, and in that Speech I find 
|| Ing passage: 


i} Mfr. WILMOT Proceed 
i} the gentleman from 


» the gentleman could the follow- 





led. Not wntil t. day, and from 
Illinois, (Mr, MeCternxanp,) had hea 
fter a few remarks b Mr. Srepuens, of Geor- i heard this charge of a desire to defeat the appropriation bilie, 
nsions of the United gia, and some conversstion between Mr. Evans, || nny such charge! cae, reedom, Kae - in a 
lates, for the year ending 30th of June, 1851. | Mr. Dorr, and the Chairman, i '| Indeed, it was astonishing to him how sueh rumors could 
w question was taken, and the motion was The CHAIRMAN decided that the gentleman || ali ned contac wth suspected shed a rere 
agreed to, could not withdraw the first “ppeal and adhere to || 0” the ie nagination » hem bee tinan from nee 
of r* trey ara hteneeset tthe Sree Paes was then taken, and the deei«; ! Hs a sna hen her wa 
m ° u e ecision word said whic e u nwo such a construc- 
he bill having beemread through— of the Chair (declaring the remarks of Mr. Por. || tion 
Mr. THOMPSON, of ississippi, asked that |! wane in order) was sustained by the committee, || Now, sir; F do not recollect to have heard the 
might be read by items. So the decision of the Chair was affirmed, | gentleman from Pennsylvania make this allusion 
The CHAIR Suggested that, as in the case of Mr. PUTNAM then proceeded with his re. || to me, and the memory of others corroborates me 
o ~~ Academy bill, the bill should be con- marks. || io regard to this point. } am inclined to believe... 
tide Y sections, The hour havin eXpired— it is my o inion, sir that the allusion was not 
Mr, P NAM obtained the floor, and ad- | Mr. P., withouteond uding, resumed his seat. made-that aoonts language was used, Certainly, 
dressed the committee on the Subject of the admis. Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee rise and || if it had been used in my hearing, or had f been 
#10n of California and in favor thereof, (in remarks report the bill to the House. | aware of it, I should have felt m 
Which will be Published in the A pendix.) he question on that moti 
nthe wares of the remarks of Mr. P., 
ry 


& point of 
tleman from 


the attention of the 
VANS] to the fact 
over again—__ 
» remarking that he was 
the decisions to which the gentleman 
; essee ONES) referred; but 
‘) at 'o make the point, i 
@ bill making appropriations for 
Vclutiona Pensions. The gentleman from New 
ork (Mr. UTNAM] was discussing the question 
of slavery in the Territories, ¢ (Mr. E. ) called 
the attention of the Chair ©, rules 35 and 134. 
Voices:..Do not Press the question now, 


ee 


jon was taken, and de. | 
cided in the affirmative, wit ‘division 
the committee rose 
without amendment, 
he question bein 


yself ealled upon 
to notice it'in the manner it deserves, 


It is my desire, sir, at all ti 
circumstances, to ‘abstain fre 





i més and under ail 
reported the bill, || 
to the House 


™ ‘controversy, if [ 





can do it properly and honorably. Nor dol will. 

g on ordering the bill to a ingly now obtrude myself upon the attention of 

third readine— '| the committee with any notice of this Matter, but 

Mr. BAYLY asked the Previous question, | I feel myself required: to do ‘so: desire to 

There was a second, ‘The main question was || know distinetly, from the gentleman from Penn- 

ordered, and, being taken, the bill was Ordered to Sylvania, whether he charges me with having ori- 
a third reading, i 

And, having been 


2 1 Fead-a thitd time by its title 
and the question bein > “Shall this bil! 
M cal 


J same which he brands as false? 
pase?” || Mr WILMo (the floor being temporaril 
t. FOWLER called for the reading of the || yielded to him) ‘said, that he brought no charge 
bill. | against the entléman. He adhered to what he 
And it was read. ! had said-in the debate to whiclthe gentleman hed 
‘ Sane question recurring on the Passage of the || alluded: 
il— 


The report contained 


substantially what 
|| he had said on that ocgasion, 


Mr. BAYLY demanded the 





If the gentleman: 

Previous question, from fMinois did not hear it, others did. He was 

here was a second. he main question was astonished that any such rumor had obtained cir. 
ordered, and, being taken, the bill Was passed. culation; he 


had expressed that astonishment, and 


































































Se ee ee 





the report adhered substantially to the remarks | 


that he had made. 

Mr. McCLERNAND I wish to know of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, whether he did 
charge in his speech, or whether he intended to 
charge, as published, that | eriginated this report 
end circulated it. 1 wish, what I have a right to 
expect, an explicit and direct a§ewer. 

r. WILMOT repeated, that he had made no 
charges agamat the gentleman. He had expressed 
his astonishment that such a report should have 
been cireulated, and he could not but suppose that 


uarter, 


it existed only in the imagination of the gentle- | 
man. He had never henry it, from any other 


He had made 
man. 
Mr. McCLERNAND. That is a very different 


rge against the gen- 





} 
| 
j 


version of the matter from that which appears in | 


the paper. And, sir, I could not consent that such 
a declaration should go out as having been made 
on the floor of this House in reference to me, 
without explanation or satisfaction. 

The gentleman says he is surprised that such a 
rumor was in circulation, [am not responsible 
for hie surprise. It is very certain, sir, that | heard 
such a rumor; and any man who undertakes or pre- 
sum es to deny it, denies that which is true. I re- 
peat’ sir, that any man who undertakes to deny 
it, denies that which is true, and by the denial 
affirme that which is untrue. 

I would avoid controversy, but sir, if any gentle- 
man wishes to have a controvers 
can do it, without thrustin 


himself in this House, 
with offensive language. 


mean to be understood | 


} 
j 
| 
| 
} 
| 
i 


| 


with me, he | 


| 
| 


—I hope I am understood. The gentleman speaks | 


of the accuracy of the report of hisspeech. It is 
not my purpose to impeach that accuracy—that is 
not the point | make, although 1 have expressed 


|| 


i 
j 


my opinion in regard to it. What i wish,is,toknow | 


his purpose and meaning now. 

He has given his opinion of the comparative ac- 
curacy of the report of his speech and of mine. I 
differ from him. I claim that my speech was re- 
ported, substantially, as 1 delivered it, except that 
all | said is not reported. If all had been reported, 
the speech would have exhibited a much more ex- 
tended appearance than it does. The gentleman’s 
speech oceupies some four columns, although de- 
livered in less than an hour. 
sir, to interpolate the speeches that I make here. 
And above’ all, 1 abstain from interpolating, and 
especially personal matters. I abstain from it as 
disbonest, in fact, as cowardly. I rose only to 
claim the attention of the comiaittee for a moment. 
As the gentieman disclaims anv imputation what- 
ever against me, I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. WILMOT. I disclaim, certainly, as | have 
on two or three occasions already, any intention of 
making & charge against the gentleman from IIli- 
nois, of originating any-rumor in reference to this 
matter | only claim that my speech, as reported 
in the Globe, is substantially the speech which | 
delivered on this floor; that in the main it is faith- 
fuily reported; that | avoided making any material 
alteration of its sense, and, as far as possible, en- 
deavored to preserve the language. | avoided intro- 
ducing new matter into the speech. I took the 
notes of the reporters as written out by them, and 
from those notes with great Bdelity wrote out the 
speech for publication, 
all that 1 claim. 

Mi. McCLERNAND. Let us come to a pre- 
cise understanding—let us come to a point in re- 
gard to this matter. 1 make no play upon words. 
The gentleman says the report is substantially 
the speech that he delivered, Now, 1 ask him 


pointedly, whether he means to say, in making | 


that declaration, that he imputes to me the author- 


It is not my habit, | 


That is what I claim, and | 


|| ment will necessarily result. 
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me as improper, to say that in my opinion it ex- 
isted only in the imagination of the gentleman. I 
desire to have no controversy with the gentleman; 
and it seems to me now, that there was nothing in 
my remarks calculated to lead to a controversy. 
If the gentleman supposes that I intended to 
charge upon him the manufacturing of a false 
rumor, I biairs only to say that I disclaim any such 
| intention. 
On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the committee rose 

_ and reported the bill to the House without amend- 
; ment. 
| The questiqn being on its engrossment— 
Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous questiqn. 
The previous question was seconded, and, under 
| its operation, the bill was ordered to be engrossed, 
| read a third time and passed. 
| Mr. BAYLY moved to reconsider the vote on 

the passage of the bill, and to lay that motion on 

the table. - 

Which Jatter motion was agreed to. 


} 
| On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the rules were sus- 
| pended, and the House again resolved itself into 


|| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


| (Mr. Bovyp in the chair ) 
On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the California mes- 
| sage was again laid aside. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATIONS. 


| Mr. BAYLY moved to take up the bill making 
| appropriations for the current and contingent ex- 
penses of the Indian Department for the year end- 
| ing 30th June, 1851. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I wish to state 
to the House in regard to the bill, that the Indian 
Department itself has notified the Committee on 





|| Indian Affairs that important papers will be laid || 


| before that committee by them to-morrow morning, 
from which amendments desired by that depart- 

1 ask the gentle- 

| man, therefore, to take up some less important 

| bill to-day, so that the Indian appropriation bill 

| may be reserved until to-morrow. 

| Mr. BAYLY. 1 yield to the suggestion of the 

| chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs, to 

| whose committee the subjects comprised in this 

| bill principally belong. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

| I move (continued Mr. B.) to take up the bill 

| 

| 

| 

| 

! 


making appropriations for certain fortifications of || 
the United States, for the year ending 30th June, || 


1851. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The bill was accordingly taken up and read. 
Mr. BAYLY. 1 will not move that the com- 
| mittee rise and report this bill to the House, be- 
| cause | suppose that some amendments will be of- 
| fered. But! move that the committee rise, in order 
to bring the debate within the operation of the five 
minutes rale. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The committee then rose and reported progress 
on the bill. 
Mr. BAYLY offered a resolution in the usual 
| form, providing for the termination of debate on 
| the bill in five minutes after it should again have 





|| been taken up in Committee of the Whole on the 


| state of the Union. 
The question was stated to be on the adoption 
| of the resolution. 


Mr. VENABLE. This ig the gag-law. 1 ask 


|| the yeas and nays on the adoption of the resolu- 


} tion, ’ 


|| Tellers on the yeas and nays were ordered, and 


|| Mr. ORR, (to the Speaker.) 


| Messrs. Ewine and Potter were appointed. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Is it in order to 


ship and promaaeoe of the report or rumor to || move an amendment to the resolution extending 


which he has alluded—the rumor in question. 


the speech, and what I say now, is, that it is a 
matter of astonishment to me how such a report 
could have obtained circulation. The gentleman 
says -he heard the report. lL have no right to 
doubt his word. Ido not doubt, that he heard the 
report. 1 never had, until it was alluded to by 
the gentleman. I do mot impugn the gentleman’s 
word. | expressed my surprise at the existence 
of any such report, Every gentleman must be the 
judge of what ia necessary 
his own honor. In exp my astonishment 
at the existence of such a rumor, it did not seem to 


the vindication of 


| } 

1 hours.”’ 

1 The question on the amendment was taken, and. 
} 


iy Meg. 
|| Mr. HOUSTON, (to the Speaker.) Is it in 


|; the time for debate, 
Mr. WILMOT.. I do not impute to the gentle- || 
mao the authorship of that report. What I said in || 


The SPEAKER. 
Mr. ORR. 


It is in order. 
I move to amend the resolution by 
striking out ‘five minutes,’’ and inserting “two 


the vote stood—ayes 52, noes 61. 
No quorum voung. 
ICHARDSON called for tellers. 


|, order to move an amendment to the amendment? 





| The SPEAKER. It is in order. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I move to amend the amend- 
| ment by inserting ** one hour,’’ instead of “ two 


|| hours.” 


__ July 30, 


The question was taken on the amend 

Bid ment to 

= amendment, and the vote stood—ayes 55, n Ted 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, called for tellers 

who were ordered, (and Messrs. Woopwanp arg 
Kine, of Rhode Island, were appointed.) 

| The question was then again taken, and the Vote 

stood—ayes 45, noes 97. 

So the amendment to the amend 
| jected. ; 

The question recurring on agreeing to the 
amendment— 

Mr. FEATHERSTON moved that the resoly. 
| tion be laid upon the table. 
| The question was taken, and the vote stood— 
|| ayes 50, noes 75. 
| So the resolution was not laid upon the table. 
The question then again recurred on the amend. 
ment of Mr. Orr, striking out ** five minutes” ang 
| inserting “two hours.” 
||. Mr. MeCLERNAND, (to the Speaker.) [Is i; 
! in order to move to amend the amendment ? 
|| The SPEAKER. It is in order. 
| Mr. McCLERNAND moved to amend the 
| amendment, by striking out ‘* two hours” and jn. 
serting ‘‘ to-morrow at twelve o’elock.”’ 

Mr. ORR said, he would accept the amendment 
of Mr. McCrernanp, as a modification of his 
| own amendment. 

The question on the amendment was taken, and 
the vote stood—ayes 64, noes 76. 

Mr. ORR demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Oxps and 
McQueen were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 64, noes 79. 

So the modified amendment of Mr. Orr was re- 
jected. ; ; 

Mr. ORR renewed his amendment in its original 
| form—to terminate debate in two hours after the 
| bill should again have been taken up in committee. 

Mr. GOTT demanded the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, 

And the main question was ordered, being first 
on the amendment of Mr. Orr. 

Mr. ORR demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, were—yeas 83, nays 81; as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Alsion, Anderson, Ashe, Aver- 
ett, Bingham, Bocock, Bowdon, Boyd, Burt, E. C. Cabell, 
| Joseph Cable, George A, Caldwell, Cartter, Clingman, Wil- 
liamson R. W. Cobh, Crowell, Deberry, Disney, Dunham, 

Durkee, Edmundson, Featherston, Fuller, Gorman, Gould, 
Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, Isham-—G. Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Hilliard, Holladay, Holme-, Houston, Howard, 
Howe, Hubbard, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, 
James L. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Kerr, La Sére, Job 
Mann, Marshall, Mason, MeClernand, MeKissock, Me- 
Lanahan, McMuilen, McQueen, Mc Willie, Morris, Nelson, 
Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Peck, Pitman, Powell, Reed, 
Richardson, Root, Ross, Savage, Seddon, Richard H. Stan- 
ton, Alexander H. Stephens, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, 
| Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, Underhill, Venabie, 
Wallace, Wellborn, Wildrick, Wood, Woodward, and 
Young 

NAVS—Mesers, Albertson, Alexander, Ashmun, Bayly, 
Bennett, Bissell, Bokee, Booth, Briggs, Brock<, William 
J. Brown, Buel, Burrows, Chester Butier, Thomas B. 
Butler, Joseph P, Caldwell, Campbell, Devers Chandler, 
| Clarke, Clevetand, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Daniel, Din- 
| mick, Dixen, Doty, Duer, Dunean, Alexander Evans, 
Nathan Evans, Ewing, Fitch, Fov@ijr, Freediey, Giddings, 
Gou, Halloway, Thomas L. Harris, Haymond, Hebard, 
Henry, Hibbard, Hoagland, Hunter, William T. Jeckson, 
Julian, George G. King, James G. King, John A, King, 
Preston King, Leffler, Levin, Littlefield, Horace Mano, 
Maiteson, Mc Donald, Otis, Peasiee, Potter, Putnam, Risley, 
Robbins, Robinson, ola Roee, eee. Smee 
Shepperd, Silvester, Spaui prague, Stanly eus 
Gaeteu, ’Stetson, Taylor, Walden, Waldo, White, and 
Williams—8I. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolution as amended. J ‘ 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
| firmative, without a division. 

So the resolution as amended was adopted. 
| So the House decided that debate should termi- 
nate in two hours. 

Mr. BAYLY then moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
| Committee of she Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion having been d to— ; 
The House again resolved itself into Committee 

of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Boyp in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the bill making appropriations for certain fort- 
fication, &c. . 

Mr. DAYLY said, there seemed to be some ap- 
_ prehension that he desired to stop the debate pre- 


| cipitately upon these appropriation bills; particu- 





ment Was re. 
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1850. 


larly 
that matter ¢ 
jittle disposition to prevent proper debate as any 


upon the fortification bill, In reference to 
he had only to say, that he had as 





man in that Flouse. 
tion bill, there was not, he believed, a contested | 
item in it.. There was not a solitary item for any 
new work; it only contained appropriations for | 
the completion of those works which had been 
begun, and upon which a vast amount of money | 
had already been expended. 
in framing the bill, the committee had had before | 


them the estimates of the War Department. The || 


+} 


items were scrulgpized, and unless Congress was | 
disposed to put an end to the whole system of for- 
tifications, he would undertake to say, that there 
was nota dollar appropriated by the bill, about | 
the propriety Of appropriating which there could 
be any doubt. This being the character of the 
pill,and as there had been other opportunities upon 
which debate might have been indulged, he 
thought it was best to confine the debate in this 
instance to the five minutes’ rule upon any amend- 
ment which might be offered; and he believed 
there would be but few. He desired to say this 
much to the committee, and especially to those | 
gentlemen who seemed to think that he was rather | 
exigeant in the motion he had made. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said, that for the purpose of 
hearing from the honorable chairman of the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means, or else from the hon- | 





oable chairman of the Committee on Military || 


Affairs, some reasons assigned why these appro- | 
priations should be made, he would move to strike 
out the first appropriation in the-bill, 

Mr. BAYLY. Will the gentleman allow me | 
toadd a single remark to what I have already | 
said, in order to make the statement clear? 

Mr. GIDDINGS, Certainly. 

Mr. BAYLY. I should have added, that if I | 
had anticipated that any member of this committee | 
desired to discuss the bill at length, [ should not 
have made the motion which I did to confine the 
debate upon amendments within the five minutes’ | 
rule. But I felt quite satisfied that there would be | 
no debate with reference to the bill itself. 

Mr. GIDDLNGS. I moved, sir, to strike out | 
the first appropriation—$15,000 for the barracks | 
near Detroit; and Ido so, because I have been | 
unable, at any period of my service here, to see 
any real necessity whatever for the ex 
asiogle dollar upon fortifications. I have been 
unable to perceive that the United States have been 
benefited, or can, by any possibility, under any 
circumstances or in any contingency, derive any 
advantage from any such expenditure of money. 
And | wish to be informed by the chairman of 
either the Committee of Ways and Means or the 
Committee on Military Affairs, if there is any ne- 
cessity for this fortification in Detroit river? I 


| 


} 


With regard to the fortifica- || the gentleman’s explanation. 





nding of || 





know the ability of the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means. I know he is master of all 
the arguments which can be brought te bear upon 
the subject; and I desire to know if he can adduce 
any good reason why this fortificatioh should be 
constructed; or, at least, why we should take this 
$15,000 from the Treasury at this time, and 
expend it upon that work. It is for the pur- 
pose of hearing the reasons assigned, that I have 
made the motion; and I will yield the floor to either 
of those gentlemen, if they will comply with my 


“ 
rt. BAYLY said, he took great pleasure in 
answering the Quy of the gentleman from Ohio 
im reference to this appropriation of $15,000, for 
the advancement of the work now in progress near 
Detroit. He had to say, in regard to that matter, 
that he had no personal information respecting it. 
The Onl pematign he had was such as he had 
derived from public documents communicated to 
that House by the Executive Department of the 
Government. .He could. inform the entleman, 
however, that this defensive work—this fortifica- 
ion near Detroit, was not a new work; that it had 
been commenced a long time ago. He had-not 
informed himself at what time the work was com- 
menced, but it was not anew work—it was nota 
ie that was now being commenced—it was one 
t had been commenced heretofore, and one, too, 
upon which a good deal of money had been ex- 


pended. It was in an unfinished condition, and 
Connell intended to reverse what a, former 


rain Beatie done, and leave the work ye 2 
’ on. necessary. 
would talks Leave hice ge » if he was not tres- 
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Ohio—— 


Mr. GIDDINGS. Not atall. 


Mr. BAYLY, (continuing.) He would take 
leave to say, that as to the necessity for these forti- 
fications there was a vast deal of misapprehension 
in that House. The impression seemed to be, 
| that these fortifications were exclusively designed 


|| for the defence of our territory—for repelling the 


‘enemy in case of an invasion;—and the question 
was frequently asked, ‘“* what protection can they 
afford in such a contingency?” It was asked, for 


|| instance, to take a case with which he was more 


| familiar,—of what benefit the fortification at Old 
| Point could be, of what use it could be, in repelling 
| anenemy? It was said that troops could effect a 


i] 


| landing at numerous places, notwithstanding the | 


| existence of the fort. It was asked, therefore, 
_of what use the fortification could possibly be? 
| This showed an entire misconception of the pur- 


pose of these fortifications. The great use of them || 





passing upon the indulgence of the gentieman from |, situated some four miles from the steamboat land- 


| ing. It can afford no protection, therefore, to thé 


I wish to hear || steamboats. And as the chairman of the Com- 


| mittee of Ways and Means assigns as a reason 
| for its construction, the advantage it will afford to 
| the steamboats, he is certainly under a misappre- 
| hension in this case; for 1 understand now that 
| the object is not to protect our shipping, but te 
| prevent British shipping from ascending the river. 
Mr. BUEL. I stated that the fort was situated 
| upon an eminence, and is supposed to command 
| the river. I think it is not easy to misapprehend 
| the views I intended to express. And, as | am 
| up, if the gentleman will allow me,! will submit 
| the remarks, now, which I intended to suomit be- 
| fore. Although comparatively a new fortification, 
it has been brought, | believe, almost to a state of 
completion. The parapet, | believe, was completed 
last year. And, I will add, that the purpose, to 
| which the present appropriation isto be applied, 


‘| as I understand, is the construction of barracks 


and officers’ quarters; which, | perceive, have been 


was to afford a shelter for our shipping in time of || burned during the present session of Congress, 


war. 


|. Mr. GIDDINGS._ There is no shipping to be | 


protected in this case. 
| Mr. BAYLY. I beg the gentleman's pardon. 
| Take the case of Old Point—for it is not necessary 
| to vary the illustration. Suppose in time of war, 
that a hostile fleet. should suddenly make its ap- 


find it difficult to escape, what would become of 
our whole commerce, unless there was some place 
of safety, where our ships might seek shelter, and 
| where they could ride in safety? In the case of a 
| sudden appearance of a fleet, or even if it did not 
suddenly appear, in case of the advent of a hostile 


| they could flee. The great advantage of fortifica- 
| tions of this kind, does not consist so much in the 


bors. 
| where. [t is true that in the case of the fortifica- 
| tion at Vera Cruz. for instance, it was of a good 


| the chief advantage of fortfications is to be found 
in the protection they afford to the shipping. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he had been well repaid 
for the time he had spent in listening to the gen- 
| tleman. I was perfectly conscious (continued 
| Mr. G.) that it was out of the power of man 
| to assign a reason for this appropriation. I have 
| tried year after year in this Hall to get some one 





to assign some reason for the appropriation of | 


the large sums of money that we are called upon 
to appropriate every year for fortifications, The 
| gentleman states that he knows no more about 
| this work than what he finds in the public docu- 
| ments. Sir, here is a river of a narrow channel 


| 





double cannon shot from any place of anchorage 
for vessels, and the best reason the gentleman can 
assign for the construction of the fortification at all 
was, that it was necessary for the protection of our 
commercial vessels. 

Mr. BUEL.. The gentleman from Ohio has 
stated, that this fort stands at the distance of one 
mile from the Detroit river. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I will. remark, that my col- 
league 
a mile from the river. 

Mr. BUEL, 
the fort stands upon an eminence u 
diate bank of the river, 

Mr. GIDDINGS. . Will the gentleman state 
how far from the steamboat landing? 


pon the imme- 


Mr. BUEL. . This fort. is situated some three || 


or four miles below the city of Detroit, upon the 
highest point to be found for many miles. It isa 


comparatively new. fortification, and has been in| 


rogress for the past four or five years. It stands 

upon the bank of the river, so as to command the 
nnel, and to p 

sary, British ships from passing to the Upper 


e3. - 
Mr. GIDDINGS.. I have not been at Detroit 


since the commencement of the work, and I am 
indebted to the for the information he 
has given me. I now understand that the fort is 


ave it as his opinion, that it stood at least | 
| appropriation; that it was a useless waste of the 
I will state to the gentleman that | 


hg whenever it may be neces- | 


' 


| pearance on the coast; especially a fleet consisting || 
| of steam vessels, from which sailing vessels would || 


| fleet, ourcommercial vessels would be completely at | 
| their mercy, unless they had some place to which || 


| Mr, EVANS took the floor, and was recognized. 

Mr. CARTTER rose to a question of order. 
| He desired to know if they were discussing this 
| bill under the five minutes’ rule? 

The CHAIRMAN replied that such was not the 
case. 

Mr. EVANS said, he should not detain the com- 
mitiee long. He merely desired to refer to the 
documents accompanying the President’s annual 
message. It will be found that the Engineer De- 
partment recommended an appropriation of $15,000 
for this work, which was the sum reported by the 
Committee of Ways and Means. [Mr, E. read 
from the report of the Engineer Department.} Un- 

| less the appropriation were made, the work must 
remain in an unfinished state. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said, he was glad they were 
| arriving at information in regard to this subject. 


|, It now appeared that this fort was not necessary 
protection of the land, but in the protection of our || 
commerce, in affording to our shipping safe har- | 
Such is the use of fortifications every- || 


for the protection of our shipping and our com- 
merce, but for the protection of our army—that 
was the amount of it. He was not making war 


| against this particular appropriation, but against 


)| the whole system of fortifications, for which 
| deal of advantage in the protection of the city; but | 
|| the people, and squandered by this Government, 


millions of dollars were taken from the pockets of 


|| Look (said he) at the expenses of your army-—~at 


| 
| 


about thirty miles in length, afd here is a fortifica- | 
tion about a mile from the river, and abgut two | 
miles from where any shipping ever went, about | 


| 





' 


| your fortification system! You erect fortifications 
to protect your troops, and then raise troops to pro- 
tect your fortifications. That is the whole of it; and 
let me say to this committee, that this is contrary to 
the genius of our institutions, contrary to the fun- 
damental principles on which this Government was 
established. Our fathers supposed that we were 
| capable of. self-defence; that the militia of the 
| country was capable of defending the country; 
| and we have now gone into the extravagance of 
| raising a standing army, and erecting fortifications 
to protect your commerce, although the advanace- 
ment in science has shown that fortifications are 
useless; nay, worse than useless, The system of 
fortifications commenced in England, in the times 
of baronial rule, and it has come down to us. 
Future generations will lock back upen us with 
the same wonder and contempt for our ignorance, 
as we entertain for that of the age to which | have 


| referred. 


| He desired to be particularly understood. He 


|| had no particular hostility to this particular appro- 


| priation. His only desire was, to ask for the 
| reasons upon which the appropriation waa based, 
and to show that there was no necessity for the 


public money. His purpose was merely to cali 
| the attention of the committee to the fact, that the 
| whole fortification system—which was but the 


| relicof an age gone by—was of no use to the 


| country, and should be laid aside, and that we 
should adopt a new system in its place. 
| Mr. GORMAN said, he was very much in- 
clined to think that the gentleman from Ohio, who 
| had just taken his seat, was correct in his view of 
the subject, He could not see the propriety of 
making these appropriations—at least to the ex- 
tent reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means. Almost every appropriation that was 
made, was for the —— of the sea-board, He 
desired to be infor by the chairman of the 
committee by whom the bill was reported, if he 
was in ion of information that would satis- 
fy this House that the fortifications were in a state 
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of decay, and needed repairs? And whether it H our present fortifications in a complete state of de- 
| necessary to let the people of the country know | 
| whatit was for,—that they were appropriating, year 
| after year $30,000 or $40,000 for the same work. 


| If this course was to be pursued by the Congress 
| of the United States, there would be no limit'to the 


required $20,000, $30,000, or $49,000 annually, to 
keep them in repair? The gentleman from the 
Detroit district had said, that the fortification at 
that point was only — completed. He was 
inclined to believe y if it was only partial! 

completed, it had better remain eteumplend, 


He was aware that this appropriation bill would 
of the gen- 


pass the House, from his knowled 








fence in leas than forty-eight hours. He thought 
it was time to check these exorbitant appropria- 
tions; and to do this, he believed it was only 


eral action of Congress, but he would like to have || ex periditures of the Government, and they would 
- some information laid before the committee in re- || go on constantly increasing, and ‘this, tod, at a 
gard to the manner in which this money was ex- || time when we ‘were at peace with all the world, 
pended. He wanted to know why it was that | and “the rest of mankind.” It might be said that 
these fortifieations could not be kept up without | he was too young a member to take upon himself 


an annval appropriation. 
what amount of money hed been expended on Fort 


He desired to know |! to find fault with the extravagance of the expendi- 


tares of this Government; but he would not permit 


Jackson, on the Mississippi—ea fort which was of || himself to be diverted from ‘the performance of 


no earthly use for preventing the approach of an 
enemy to the city of New Orleans. No enemy 
would undertake to approach the city. from that 
direction, 
who dared to do so should be cashieréd for incom- 
petericy. He desired to know what was to be 
done with the appropriation for that fort? He 
now believed it'was one of the very strongest po- 
eitions in the interior. 


Mr. anon to the interrogatory of the | 
i 


gentieman, by reading from the documents trans- 
mitted to the House by the War Department. 
Mr. MORSE defended the appropriation for 
Fort Jackson. 
important fortification, and replied to the remar 
of the gentleman from Indiana, that no fleet would 


attempt to approach the city in that direction, by | 


saying thai in making the attempt, they would run 
the rsk of losing their entire fleet. The gentle- 
mon was well aware that a large portion of the 
commerce of thirteen States of this Union passed 
along that route. Did the gentleman grudge to 
appropriate two thousand or three thousand dol- 
jare for the protection of the entire commerce of 
the Mississippi river? The position of Fort Jack- 
eon wae at the first eligible point from the mouth 
of the Mississippi, where a fortification could be 
erected, And he would remind the gentleman 
that during the last war there was at: attempt to 
ascend the en by sailing vessele. How 
much easier would it be to ascend by steamers ! 
Mr. GORMAN said, he did not propose to 
strike out of existence this fort, although the gen- 
tleman had not controverted anything he had said; 
but the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means had read here that this appropriation was 


desired for the purpose of digging the ditch be, 


longing to the fort deeper. Why was that neces- 
sary now? If necessary now, was it not equally 
necessary Inet year? 
take to say, could be dug to any necessary depth 
by one hundred men in twenty-four hours. He 
believed that with one hundred men, he could 
make the ditch of sufficient depth for any military 
purpose in one day. He wanted to know why it 
was that these fortifications required the same ap- 
propriaiione each succeeding year? There was a 
singular uniformity in the amount appropriated 
each year. 

Mr. EVANS again quoted from the documents, 
to show what expenditure was necessary in the 
case of Fort Jackson, and what particular work 
was intended to be accomplished. 

Mr. GORMAN resumed. The, gentleman has 
said that there was a necessity for an exterior 
battery. If there was a necessity for an exterior 
battery, he would ask gentlemen who had had 
experience in that line of service, if an exterior bat- 
tory could not be thrown up in tem days’ time? 

ut there was another thing, concerning which 
he desired some information. He perceived that 
there was appropriated for the harbor at Balti- 
mare the sum of $40,000.. Where was the neces- 
sity for this? as there an exterior battery to 
be erected there?» Was it necessary that Balti- 
more should have $40,000 a year for the construc- 
tion of exterior batteries?, He had visited several 
of wae pe  ayarer and he would undertake to 
say, that they were in as good u state of ir as 
oo need be, unless in a time of actual ae and 
in that eveat, there could be no necessity for such 
an expenditure of money for putting them in re- 


ir, because that was necessary, could 

done by shomenate “or hours. 

The ne (said Mr. G.) who 
knew anything about the matter was, that an 


army in time of war could place almost any of 


Any admiral or commandant of a fleet | 


he ditch, he would under- | 





| 


He contended that it was a wisely 


| 


| | 


| 


what he deemed to be his duty, by any such sug- 
gestions. The whole amount of the appropria- 
tions for the present year was about $51 ,600,000— 


| nearly $52,000,000. That wasa moch larger sum 
than had ever been appropriated in any one ‘year || 


for the ordinary expenditures of the Government. 
He hoped to be pardoned for raising his voice 


| against the appropriations proposed by the com- 


mittee; but he would gay to this House, and he 
intended to report it to the country, that he re- 
quired to know the reason for those extravagant 
annual appropriations. He had no desire to de- 


| tain the committee with further remarks. 


You ask for nearly one million of dollars for 


| your forts, mostly on the Atlantic sea-board; and | 
| you have held out the temptation to nearly every || 


nortern, easthern, and southern Representative, 
with a view, it may reasonably be inferred, of giv- 


| ing strength to your extravagance. 


| 
| 


| 





But, sir, when the West ask you to reduce the 
price of the public lands, we find you, whose in- 
terests are benefited by this bill, voting against it. 
When we propose to advance the settlement of 
our vacant lands, your sea-board interests op- 


| pose it. 


Again, sir: Is it possible that the natural decay 
of our forts in one year is such as to require 
nearly oné million to keep them wp? In the next 
place, | want to know where this money goes. I 
want to see the items of expenditure. 

I want to know the necessity for an extension, 
or enlargments of these forts. 1 suspect, sir, that 
it is only a mode of parceling out the funds of the 
public Treasury. 

I am told that most of the estimates for the next 


| year, so far as they have been reported, will far 


exceed the present. And, sir, I have searched in 
vain for a sufficient reason for this reckless and 
useless extravagance. 

He would merely say, in conclusion, that he 
should continue'to vote against all appropriations 
which seemed to him to be extravagant and un- 
necessary, until such reasons could be adduced 
which he believed would satisfy his constituents 
that the appropriation was actually required. 

Mr. CARTTER said, he did not know as to what 
necessity there might be for these various fortifica- 
tions. He had no personal acquaintance with the 
sea-board; but there did happen to be an appropri- 
ation in ‘this bill, the inutility of which he was 
perfectly acquainted with: And he hoped that 
every gentleman on that floor would disregard his 
local prejudices, and disregard the peculation that 
hangs around these appropriations, in the way of 
‘“stealing,’’ and allow himself to -be ‘governed 
solely by his reason and judgment in regard to an 
appropriation which was proposed to be given to 
the Great West. Out of millions of dollars, the 
sum of $15,000 has‘found its way into the region 
lying northwest of the Ohio river—just about the 
proportion that reaches there: This $15,000 is 
proposed to be expended upon a’ fortification in 
the Detroit river; and the gentleman representing 
that district had notified them that the object of 
that fortification was to prevent British vessels 
from ascending the river; and the able gentleman 
who is chairmen of the Committee of Ways and 
Means had assigned, as a reason for this appropri- 
ation, not a defence of our towns,’ but the protec- 
tion of our commerce: But in the case of this 


fortification at Detroit, neither of these reasons 


exist; for the ‘fortification could ‘not, in any 
event, accomplish either purpose. If he wished 
to expose American shipping tomn attack of the 
es he would use the reason he had assigned 
for the erection of this fortification—he would 
string them all along the girt of the narrow chan- 
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on 
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| 
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| 
| 
| 
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| mercial shi 


| the necessity Of this fort for such a 
| fect gammon. 





nel of the Detroit river, exposed to b i 
the Canadian shore. te the forttecatts trom 
sirable, with the View of protecting our fleet unit, 
‘the gans of the fort, let it be erected on the borline 
‘of some bay. in whieh a fleet could assemble 
Mr. BAYLY. The honorable gentleman m; 
apprehends me to a certain extent. I do not pe. 
to say that this is the sole use of fortifications 
was only one of my illustrations. 1 do not kno 
‘that the fortification is necessary in this case f, 
the protection of our shipping; but I desire to ak 
the gentleman if there is any other obstruction ex 
cept the fort on the Detroit river, to prevent the 
assage of British ships from®the lower to the 
Wpper Lakes? 
Mr. CARTTER, There are plenty of obstrc. 
tions. We have gota commerce; we have com. 
that would annihilate any British 
fleet before it could reach Cleaveland. Ts talk of 


purpose is per. 
Mr. BUEL. I understood the gentleman to Bay 


It 
Ww 


| that the river was but half a mile wide opposite 


| 








| or not. 


the fort. 

Mr. CARTTER. | alluded to the general oy. 
line of the river. 

Mr. BUEL. In reference to the general outline 
the gentleman stated that it was but half a mile 
wide. 

Mr. CARTTER. How wide is it? 

Mr. BUEL. It is at least one mile wide Oppo- 
site the fort. on 

Mr. CARTTER. Edo not care how wide it js 
opposite the fort.’ I know that in many places jt 


| is not more than ‘half a mile wide. 


Mr. BUEL. The gentleman states that it is of 
sli#ht matter to him whether it is half a mile wide 
But I think it is of some consequence to 
this House. .When the gentleman atates a fact 

Mr. CARTTER (interposing)’ said, he could 
not consent to be deprived of his time. The De- 
troit river, (as he had said,) in its general outline, 
was from half to three quarters of a imile wide, 
Who ever thought of protecting our commerce on 
the lakes, by sending it into a narrow channel for 
the purpose of proteetion? It was the most ridic- 
ulous’ proposition ‘he had ever heard: ~ How was 
the commerce of the lakes to be protected, with- 
out having ‘a fortification on Detroit river? it had 
been demanded by gentlemen. His answer was, 
that thei commerce would protect itself, as it had 
done Néretofore “Every sailing vessel and every 
steaniboat could be converted, in ah hour’s warn- 
ing, ito a hostile armament. » Talk about pro- 
tecting our commerce by means of a fort! Any- 
body who knew anything about the extent of that 
commerce, would laugh at the man who proposed 
it. The trae reason for the appropriation was, 
not the protection and security of our commerce, 
but the security and protection of those who have, 
all their Irves, been subsisting upon the bounty 
of this Government—old rusty officers, who have 
been’ conquering ‘a’ peace about thirty years in 
idleness and sloth. 

He insisted that the true policy was to erecta 
fortification where there was something to protect; 
where @ ship could ride’, and make a harbor, which 
he denied'that any ‘ship could do for half the 
time at Detroit. ‘Fortifications should be built 
where your commerce is collected ‘together for 
shipment. They might, with more propriety, be 
located anywhere than up this river, where ships 
could never move for want of a wind. He con- 
tended that this appropriation was indefensible, 
and that the only object ‘of inserting it in the bill 
was to salt down northwestern members. 

He'‘complained that the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Metins had ‘not given the full 
information concerning these Works which ousht 
to be given. ‘He had not told ‘the committee how 
this money was to be See in what coridi- 
tion these works are, and in what condition a 
will be left; when this appropriation is expended. 
He had not shown the ‘necessity which exists for 


this i ture’ * 

Mr. BAYLY ed to be allowed to say, that 
the gentleman Ohio must Have misunder- 
Ri Wile EE St tee by che Ente 
eet Daneel were a vty aaa Be 
by that depart 


nt. All the items wer 

ment.’ The Committee of Ways 
and Means had not, indeed, given all which hed 
been asked for by the | struck 





out some of the items. “It was th 
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1850. 
ittee to report-no appropriation which the 
jenartment did not ask for, and not to grant what 
partment did ask to the full extent. 
r. CARTTER said, he had understood the 
eman from Virginia to say, that the com- 
ia had reported these appropriations: because 
they had been recommended by the Engineer :De- 
partment, but not to the fuil extent asked for. ‘He 
id not place full confidence in the recommenda- 
tions of these engineers, because they were not 
the persons who had the practical knowledge of 
the matter; they did not perform the laborous part 
of the work, earn @heir bread by the labor of their 
hands, and toil until the sweat ran from them. 
All that these egineers had to do was to make out 
ians and estimates, and draw checks for the 
money when itwas wanted. These were not the 
men whose recommendations would influence him. 
Their recommendations of any measure of this 
sort, which involved the expenditure of a large 
sum of money, would rather dispose him to dis- 
regard them, than to yield to them. They who 
do the laborious part are the best fitted to make 
outa proper estimate of the cost, because they 
have appropriated their sweat and labor in attain- 
ing the competent knowledge. But these officers 
of the engineers, who have never labored, and who, 
probably, act on the principle that it is good policy 
in the construction of public works, to ask enough 
from the Government, without stopping at what 
js actually necessary, could not command his con- 
fidence. 

He intended to vote against this appropriation. 
He did not see that any fortification was required 
at Detroit to defend it against anyenemy. The 
protection which was most londtly called for, was 
protection against the fury of the elements, ‘It 
had been urged that it was incumbent on us to 
keep up a fortification here, because it was a great 
outlet of our commerce. If it was protection against 
en enemy that was intended, there were living on 
the spot those who were fully capable of defending 
it. But it was not against an enemy that we want 
protection. More men had been sunk in the waters 
of Lake Erie, than were ever likely to be lost in 
resisting any war of aggression there. The people 
of that region only want protection against the 
natural storms which disturb the lake, and ‘en- 
danger the safety of the shipping upon it. And 
this kind of protection was not to be obtained in 
the way proposed in this bill. He would: not go 
for an estimate on this subject to any of these engi- 
neers, who have no better qualification for impart- 
ing the information which is necessary, than the 
epeulette they wear on their shoulders. 

He remarked briefly on the condition of the 
fortifications which had been erected under the old 
system, and on their fate. He contended that it 
was foolish and extravagant to-extend this system 
of fortifications: But if it was the intention: of 
Government to protect all the towns, let each town 
have a fortification. Let°there be no partiality. 
There are towns in the Northwest which were 
much more exposed, and which much more 
strongly demanded protection than Detroit.: Why 
not give fortifications to some of the ‘towns in 
Pennsylvania? Why not erect a fortification at 
Toledo, or Cineinnati, or Zanesville? «This would 
be much more suitable; and the snme reason which 
8 urged for this appropriation for Detroit would 
apply with equal foree to any ‘town: in the centre 
of Ohio. He thought there was something wrong 
in continuing thia system of fortifications; ‘when 

reare so many heavy drains on our Treasury, 
and when there is nothing in the prospeet which 
ween make it necessary or proper to go on 

i a 

He intimated that one object of making these 
ppropriations might be to put money in the pock- 
ets of favored individuals. M He appoehteded Yai 
the system of erecting fortifications was carried on 
with a view to promote personal and views; 


—— ee 





tomake voters, and carry an improper i nce to 
the polis qn the da vel chettion.. Ee believed that 
of kind governed the course of 


those who were the most eager in building up these 
monuments, which will ‘require Sopreprionen to 
aeaat them and keep them in repair, again and 
He intended to vote against this see 
becuse, ima time of ae he saw no reason 
or it. ‘He had’ heard»no ‘sufficient reasons ‘ad: 
inetd fore going» on-with-ity If thé chairman of 

© Committee of Ways and Means could satisfy 





THE 













vote for it: ! 
reasons, he could not agree tosanction heavy drafts _ 
on the 
up fortifications which were not likely to be of any || 
public utiti 


motion ‘that the committee rise. 


of Western Virginia, interested in the mining of | 
coal, setting forth that, in the variety of coal con- 
tained in that region, much is appropriate to be used 


quired by the Government of the United States; 
and that an appropriation should be made for con- 





t in the absence of all satisfactory 


ic Treasury for the purpose of building | 


ty. 
Mr. BUEL obtained the floor, but yielded to a | 


The motion was agreed to. | 
‘So the committee rose, and reported progress. | 
And the House adjourned. } 

, 





IN SENATE. 
Tvespax, July 30, 1850. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented the 


i 


credentials of the Hon. Rosertr C. Winrnnor, | 
appointed a Senator by the Governor of the Com- | 
monwealth of Massachusetts, to fill the vacaicy | 
occasioned by the resignation of the honorable | 
Danie. Wessrer, which were read, and the oath | 
ate by law having been adminiatered to Mr. | 


inTHROP, he took his seat. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 
» Mr. MASON presented # memorial of citizens | 


in steam vessels, and ‘for the other purposes re- 


tinuing the experiments of Professor Johnson on | 
American coal, in order that the coal! of that sec- || 
tion of country may be as satisfactorily tested as } 
those coals of the Atlantic border, in 1843; which | 
wis referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DODGE, of Towa, presented a memorial 
from. California emigrants, dated at Council Bluffs, 
asking that the Council Bluffs Ferry Company | 
may be permitted to ‘establish ferries across | 
the Elk Horn river and Loupe Fork, and 
setting forth that the north side of the Platte 
river is the best route, and that hence they regard 
it but as an‘act of justice, that the Council Bluffs 
Ferry Company, that has already made a good 
road from Fort Des Moines to Council Bluffs, at 
their own expense, should be permitted to estab- 
lish ferries on the aforesaid streams for the benefit | 
of emigrants; which was referred to the Commit- | 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr: HAMLIN, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print 
the annual report of the Board of Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution, with instructions to in- 

uire into the expediency of printing 5,000 addi- 
tional copies, without’ the appendix, reported in 
favor of printing the same, with 5,000 additional 
copies without the appendix, 500 of which are for | 
the use of the Smithsonian Institution; which re- || 
port was agreed to. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public | 
Lands, to which was referred the petition of Eppes | 
Cowan, asking the passage of an act to authorize || 
him to locate the Vasquez and Colligan claims, || 
submitted a report in writing, which was ordered || 
to be. printed, accompanied by a bill authorizing || 
the legal representatives of Antoine Vasquez, Jo- || 
seph Vasquez, and John Colligan to enter certain } 


lands in Missouri; which was read and ordered to 
a second reading. | 
Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of certain owners of French 
and ‘Spanish land claims in Arkansas, asking the || 
right of preémption, submitted a report, which was || 
ordered to be printed; accompariied by a bill to || 
grant the right of preémption to actual settlers on || 
certain land in the State of Arkansas, which was || 
read and ordered to a second reading. l| 
Also, ‘from the same committee, to which was | 
recommitted Senate bill’ No. 28, being the bill in | 
relation to donations of land to certain persons in | 
the State of Arkangas, with the amendments pro- | 
posed by Mr. Sesastian, and the amendment 
made by the Committee on Public Lands, reported 
in favor of the original bill without the amend- 


ments. 

“Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on 
Finance, said he was directed by said committee 
to offer the following resolution, and ask its 


"Resolved, That'the Committee on Finance be authorized 
to employ a clerk for the residue of the present session of 
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him of the ae any 9H the appropriation, he would I Congress, asa compensation usually paid heretofore to 


clerks of committees. 


_ this matter, | will make asingle remark. 
| no objection to the printing of this testimony, pro- 
| vided the expenditure be not too enormous, 1 


OF 
aon 





The resolution was adopted. 
THBP DISORDER OF THE L7TM OF APRIL. 
Mr. PEARCE, from the Select Committee ap- 
pointed to investigate the disorder which took 
place in the Senate on the.17th of April last, made 


| a report; which, on ‘his motion, was laid on the 


table and ordered to be printed: 

Mr. BENTON. Mr: President, there was a 
motion made and agreed to just now that the report 
of the committee that was raised to investigate 
some disorter which occurred in the Senate some 
time ago should be printed—lI believe the motion 
was only to print the report. 1 move to print the 
evidence accompanying the report. 

Mr. PEARCE.) Mr. President, when I pre- 
sented the report | omitted to state that there was 
a large volume of evidence accompanying it, in the 
shape of an appendix, which | laid on the table 
before I submitted the report, ‘because it was 
rather too voluminous'to transport from my desk 
to the table with conveniénce. The motion I made 
was confined to the printing of the report. Tha 


|, was all the committee deemed it necessary to print. 


But if the gentlemen concerned are desirous of 
a the testimony, I have no objection, though 
should prefer gt to be printed in a separate 


|| volume. 


Mr. FOOTE. As I am partly interested in 
I have 


| feel a particular interest in the matter, becanse five 
| or six of my best speeches constitute partof the 
testimony, and I wish to give them additional cir- 
|| culation. 


The question then being taken on the motion of 
Mr. Benton to print the evidence accompanying 
the report, there: were—ayes 20, noes 10. 

Hr. HALE. Mr. President, is thirty a quorum? 

The PRESIDENT. Thirty isa quorum, in- 
asmuch as the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Bor- 
LAND] is absent. 

Mr. HALE. I ‘beg leave to differ with the 
Chair. The Senate does not know officially of the 
absence of the Senator from Arkansas. He is not 
absent by resignation. He is accidentally not in 
his seat this morning. 


The PRESIDENT. Then the Chair will put 


| the question again, 


Mr. HAMLIN. «I would inquire if the Chair 
was numbered among those that were counted? 

The PRESIDENT. | The Chair was numbered. 

The question is on the motion of the Senator 
from Missouri to print the evidence accompany+ 
ing the report made by the Senator from Maryland, 
[Mr. pe this morning. 

Mr. DOWNS. Before the question is taken, I 
would inquire why the question of the printing of 
these documents has not been referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing ? , 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair would state t6 
the honorable Senator that reports of committees 
are within the control of the Senate without going 
to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. DOWNS. 1 understand that. But the 
proposition now is not to print a report; it isto 

rint aymére journal of the proceedings of this se- 
ect committee. 

The PRESIDENT. It accompanies the report, 
and is considered as belonging to it. 

Mr. DOWNS. These docoments are very vol- 
uminous, and | can see no harm in having them 
examined by the Committee on Printing. I do 
not Know what they contain. They may contain 
desirable information, which ought to be printed. 
I therefore move a reference of the matter to the 
Committee on Printing. 

The PRESIDENT.” The question is en the 
motion to print the evidence accompanying this re- 


ort. 

e Mr. HAMLAN. Mr. President, I desire to say 
that the Senate has already acted on a similar mat- 
ter this morning.’ There was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing a report of the Board of 

of the Smithsonian Institution. The Senate, in the 
usual manner, ordered the report to be printed; and 
that embraced an appendix containing meteorola- 
gical and‘other observations. Here is the report of 
the committee which has had this subject uhder 
consideration, and accompanying pada i# the 
evidence upon which the report itse ia based 
This evidence is an appendix. I do not see that 








jt is out of order; nor do IT understand that there is 
nriy necessity of its going to the Committee on 
Printing. 








mittee on Printing. 

The PRESIDENT. That is not the question 
before the Senate, The question is on the motion 
to print the evidence accompanying the report of 
the select committee. 

Mr. BENTON. The motion is to print one 
aingle copy of the evidence for the information of 
members. I want a copy. 
of the report made by the committee. 


which it js bottomed, 
sively do they rely on the evidence that they some- 


operating as an index to show the conclusions at 
which the committee arrived. My own opinion is, 
that the whole power of the report, whatsoever it 


this testimony is voluminous. 
it what it may, it should be printed. 1 hope, sir, 
there will be no objection to the printing. 


quire the printing of the testimony upon which the 
report has been based, that the Senate should order 
it to be printed. The committee may have fallen 
into error. If so, it can be shown by the testi- 
mony. I think we ought not to deny the printing 
of this testimony. 

Mr. BADGER. 
report. 

The PRESIDENT. The report has already 
been laid on ahe table and ordered to be printed. 
The proposition now is to print the testimony ap- 
vended to the report. 

Mr. BADGER. I should like to understand 
what it is that we are acting upon. I therefore 
ask for the reading of the report. 

The PRESIDENT. The reading of the report 


I ask for the reading of the 


ordered to be printed. The Senator can effect his 
object by having the report taken up again for 
consideration. 

Mr. BADGER. Then ! move to take up the 
report, 

The motion was 

Mr. BADGER. 
the report. 


reed to. 


report; when 
Mr. WALKER moved to dispense with its 
further reading. 


from Wisconsin need not be alarmed at the large 
bundle of papers. I understand the report is a brief 

« one. The large mass of papers consists of the 
testimony. I believe it is usual on the call of any 
Senator to have reports read. | am unable to ascer- 
tain why this report should be excepted from the 
general rule, 

The question being taken on Mr. Wa.xker’s 
motion, it was agreed to. 

So the further reading of the report was dis- 
pensed with. 

The question then being taken on Mr. Bewron’s 
motion to print the testimony appended to the 
report, it was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. MASON, the subject was 
then laid on the table. 


THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE. 


The committee appointed in conformity with a 
revolution of the Senate of the 17th of April, 1850, 


















report : 

That at the request of Mr. Benron and Mr. 
Foors, they summoned witnesses and took much 
testimony, which is set forth at large in an ap- 
pendix herewith presented. 

In order toa proper understanding of the facts 
into which the committee were directed to inquire, 
it it Necessary to premise, that on several occa- 
sions prior to the 17th of April last the Senator 
from Mississippi [Mr. Foore} had. indulged in 
remarks personal to the Senator from Missouri, 
(Mr. Bewtow.] That, on the occasion last prece- 





I do not know a word | 


parliamentary experience has taught me that the | 
whole power of a report is in the evidence upon | 


in Great Britain, so exclu- 1 
| all that agitation, and to cut up the whole Address of the 
southern members by which the country was thrown into a | 


times make an octavo volume, and sometimes | I mean to show that there was no foundation for || 


nearly a quarto volume of evidence, preceded by | Heme. 


one or two pages of a report—the report merely | 


may be, is in the evidence, and that evidence I wish | 
to have printed by an order of the Senate. Really I | 
do not see why any gentleman should object that | 
Be the volume of | 


Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I think it is | 
right, aa the parties interested in this business re- | 


is not in order, as it has been laid on the table and | 


now ask for the reading of 


The Secreragy read two or three lines of the | 


| 


Mr. BADGER. Mr, President, the Senator || 


Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, I do not see || 
the necessity of sending thie matter to the Com- || the Senate to 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} 








| 


guage, addressed to the Senate; retorted the per- 
sonalities upon Mr. Foorg; spoke of the failure of 
rotect its members from such in- 
sults; and declared his determination, if the Sen- 


ate did not protect him thereafter, to redress the | 


wrong himself, cost what it might. He also said, 


ding the one in question, Mr. Benton complained || 
of these personalities, in strung and violent lan- | 





in substance, that a member offering such insults | 


should be cudgeled. On the following day, Mr. 
Benton brought into the Senate the newspaper re- 


| port of the altercation, which he said had been re- 
He pronounced it a lying | 
But my || report, and denounced it as cowardly. 


vised by Mr. Foore. 


On the 17th of April, the Senator from Missouri 
[Mr. Benton] said, in debate, as follows: 
«Sir, | intend by these amendments to cut at the root of 


} 


» alities; which, though it allaws the 


any such thing; that is, I mean to offer a proposition, upon | 


which the votes will show that there has heen a ery of 


“wolf”? when there was no wolf; that the country has been 1 
jnst reason ; that there is no |! 


alarmed without reason and a 


design in the Congress of the United States to encroach upon 


| the rights of the South, nor to aggress apon the South, nor 


to oppress them upon the subject of their institutions. I pro- 
pose, sir, to give the Senate an opportunity of showing that 
all this alarm has been without foundation; and, [ further 
propose to give to the people of the United States the high- 











confusion, Mr. Foore had remained standin 
or near the position he had-aken, with his 
in his hand, cocked, but with the muzzle 
_ Mr. Dickinson, of New York, desired him to nn 
up the pistol, which he readily did, when it 
Dicxtsow locked it up in his desk.’ Soon afc, 
both Senators resumed their seats, and order y > 
restored. e 
After giving this narrative of the proceedings ; 
question, the committee feel bound to say thet, the 
whole scene was most discreditable to the Sena’ 
Its origin must be traced directly to the viois. 
tion of that rule of order which forbids aij Person. 
v member to 
speak with the utmost freedom of the measure or 
subject before the Senate, does not allow any di- 
gression in order to arraign the motives or assail 


& in 


| the character of any other member who advocates 


or opposes it. This rule is not founded merely 
in conventional decorum, or that natural courtes; 
which prompts men to avoid what is painful o 
unpleasant to others. Neither is it only because 
, of the dignity of the body that ‘ reviling, nipping 
| or unmannerly words’ are forbidden to be spoken. 


|| It is required, for the freedom and purity of legis. 


‘lation, that such a rule should be made and stric 


. ; th 
_enforced. As no deliberative assembly can y 


de. 


est declaration that can be given on earth that they have || serve the name which is overawed by violence, 


been disturbed about nothing; and, when we come to that 
part of the question, we will see whether they are a 


try has been alarmed about abstractions.” 

To this the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. 
Foors) replied as follows: 

“T repeat that I did not come here this morning in the 
expectation of saying a word; and, especially, would [ not 
be heard referring to anything emanating fiom a certain 
quarter, after what has oecurred here, but for what | con- 
ceive to be a direct attack upon myself, and others with 
whom I am proud to stand associated. We all know the 





| so the deliberations of such a body, to be free, 


tions or not; and, if these are abstractions, then the eoun- must not be disturbed, or cheeked by Personalities 


|| not only the timid but the sensitive shrink, and 


of language which are even more painful to the 
generous mind than violence itself, from which, 





| which prompt men of impetuons character to 
_ quick and passionate resentment. 

| To preserve the pemens undisturbed, freedom 
| of thought unawed, and due liberty of speech un- 


checked, it must not be allowed that one member 


history of the Southern Address, and the world knows its || should denounce another’s motives or arraign his 


history. It is the history of the action of a band of patriots, 

worthy of the highest laudation, and who will be held in 

veneration when their calumniators, no matter who they 

may. be, vill be objects of general loathing and contempt.’? 
* * * 


“Those who were associated with and sanctioned that 
Address, are charged with being agitators. And by whom? 
With whom does such an accusation as this originate? I 
shall not be personal after the lesson I have already received 
here. T intend to be,in a parliamentary sense, perfectly 
decorous in all things. But by whom is this extraordinary 


denunciation hurled against all those individuals who sub- || 
scribed this Address? By a gentleman long denominated || 


the oldest member of the Senate—the father of the Senate. 
By a gentleman who, on a late occasion”? —— 


At this point of the speech of Mr. Foorr, Mr. 
Benton rose from his seat; threw or pushed his 
chair violently from him; passed through the 


| opening in the railing into the passage behind the 


bar of the Senate; and, without remark or gesture, 
but with an angry countenance, quickly strode 
down the passage, without the bar of the Senate, 
towards the seat of Mr. Foore, which is distant 


|| about twenty feet from his own—both seats being 


in the back row, next the bar. Mr. Benton had 
no weapon of any kind in his hands or about his 
person. 

Mr. Foore quickly perceiving the movement of 
Mr. Benton, and, almost simultaneously with it, 
left his place on the floor, and proceeded down the 
small aisle which leads from his seat to the space 
in front of the Secretary’s table, and which is the 
one next to the principal aisle. As he did so, he 
looked over his shoulder, ant drew a pistol from 
his pocket—the pistol being a five-chambered re- 
volver, fully loaded. Mr. Foore cocked his pistol, 
either while going down the aisle, or after he had 
taken his position in front of the Secretary’s table. 

Mr. Dopee, of Wisconsin, quickly followed Mr. 
Benton, when he moved down the passage, with- 
out the bar, overtook him, within seven or eight 
feet of Mr. Foore’s seat, and took him by the 
arm; when Mr. Benton said, ‘* Don’t stop me, 
Dodge.”’ Mr. Dongs then said, ‘* Don’t compro- 
mit yourself or the Senate,”’ or words to that effect. 

r. Benton then turned with Mr. Dopeg, and 
was going back to his seat, when he perceived the 
pistol in Mr. Foorr’s hands, which seemed to 
excite him greatly. He got within the bar, near 
his seat, and struggled with the Senators around 
him, as if desirous of approaching Mr. Foote, 
exclaiming: ‘“‘T am not armed;” “I have no 

istols;’* **T disdain to carry arms;” “ Let him 
re;”’ “ Stand out of the way, and let the assassin 
fire.” While making these exclamations, Mr, 
Benton was brought back to his seat, by the Sen- 
ators around him. 
In the mean time, in the midst of great noise and 





| character, for anything said or done within or 
without the Senate Chamber. 

If it should happen that the eonduct of a mem- 
| ber prove to be infamous, he may be expelled as 
| unworthy the association of the body. If he 
| utter mischievous opinions in the Senate, they 
| may be controverted and their ill tendencies there 
| exposed. But, from mere personal assaults, noth- 
ing but evil can flow. They lower the dignity 
and character of the body, disturb its decorum 
and harmony, overawe its deliberations, impede 
its business, destroy its usefulness, and tend to 
introduce the law of force in the place of reason 
and the law of parliament. Still worse, is actual 
personal -conflict between members. ‘A blow 
struck in the House of Commons,”’ said the Earl 
of Ancram, * is a blow struck at the whole Com- 
monsof England.” If the assault endangers life it 
rises to a great degree of enormity, and, ina Re- 
public, of which law and order are the main- 
springs, it must shock and outrage the moral 
sense of the public as well as the Senate in the 
highest degree. 

It is much to be regretted that the Senate has 
for some time past, and, until very recently, de- 
| parted in its practice from the strict rules of order 
| in debate, and tolerated personalities, which were 
increasing in frequency and violence. This ne- 
glect of its own rules may in some degree palliate, 
but can in nowise justify or excuse the person- 
alities which led to the scene of disorder and vio- 
lence into which the committee have been directed 
to inquire. They rejoice that the late presiding 
officer of the Senate, after a careful inquiry into 
the rules of the body, announced it to be his duty 
and his purpose, as it is the right of every mem- 
ber, promptly to check all such disturbances of 
its order, 

The application to the question before them of 
the principles and considerations which the com- 
mittee have stated, is a painful duty, but one which 
they must perform without favor or prejudice. 

In the first place, they to the Senate, a8 
their unanimous opinion, that Mr. Foore is en- 
tirely innocent of any design or desire to assas- 
sinate Mr, Benton. But.they are bound to say, 
that at various times during the present session, 
Mr. Foote, without any sufficient provocation, 
so far as the committee are informed, 
personalities. towards Mr, Benrow of the most 
offensive and insulting character, such as were 
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ee 
apd, on this occasion, Mr. Benton manifested his 
ement with much ee, On the succeed- 
he recriminated, in language equally per- 
oY isorderly and abusive. He com ined 
that the Senate permitted such outrages, and an- 
peunced his purpose, if the Senate did not protect 
jim in future, ta redress the wrong, cost what it 





ht. 

oe the 17th of April last, Mr. Foote spoke 
again, and used the language which is set forth in 
he narrative of the committee. This language 
the committee consider nage and offensive, be- 
quse its application to Mr. Benton could not be 
misunderstood, and because, in effect and by im- 
lication, it charged him with being a calumni- 
nor. That Mr. Foore was not promptly called 
» order by the presiding officer, or some member 
of the Senate, must have been owing to the fact, 
that the collocation of the passages in the speech 
was such that the personality was not immedi- 
ately perceived. Indeed, the application of the 
erm “calumniator” to Mr. Benton was not 
made until the moment when the disorder arose. 
At that point, in the remarks of Mr. Foorg, Mr. 
Benton left his seat, and proceeded towards Mr. 
Foore in the manner already mentioned. He 
was not armed, nor does it appear that he ever 
has carried arms, but the contrary. This, how- 
ever, it is believed, was not known to Mr. Foore. 

What hisintention was, the committee have not 
been able to ascertain by direct testimony; but 
they cannot avoid the inference, from all the cir- 
cumstances, that he intended either to make a per- 
sonal assault upon Mr. Foore or to itinnidate 
him, His manner, coupled with his previous 
declarations, was certainly such as to justify Mr. 
Foore in the belief that the first was his intention, 
as it evidently did excite such apprehensions in 
the minds of many, if not most, or all, of the 
Senators who witnessed it. Mr. Foore then left 
his seat, without advancing towards Mr. Benton, 
bat in fact placing himself further from him, and, 
though he drew a deadly weapon, he did not pre- 
sent it, and readily gave it up when demanded of 
him. No blow was struack—no shot fired—but 
there was imminent danger that the Senate cham- 
ber would be the scene of a deadly and criminal 
encounter. : 

The committee cannot too strongly condemn 
the practice of wearing arms in the Senate 
Chamber. 

Ours should be deliberations of peace, patriotism, 
and wisdom; uninterrupted by personalities, un- 
controlled by force, unintimidated by preparations 
for deadly conflict. Senators should rely for de- 
fence upon the Senate, whose high duty it is to 
protect its members from injury or insult, and 
whose practice should farnish a perfect guarantee 
of such protection. A different course would con- 
vert the halls of legislation into bloody arenas, and 
destroy the value, if not the existence, of the in- 
stitutions from which spring our glory and our 


The committee have searched the precedents, and 
find that no similar scene has ever been witnessed 
in the Senate of the United States. Personal con- 
flict bas, on several occasions, occurred in the 
House of Representatives and in the British 
House of Commons. In the former body, no 
punishment has ever been inflicted, the House 
being satisfied with the atonement of an ample 
apology. In the British Parliament, the House, 
im one case, committed a member to the Tower, 
for striking another; but, in general, they bave 
proceeded no further than to put the offending 
member in the custody of the sergeant.at-arms, 
and their decision has been made upon view, and 
hot after the report of a committee. . 

In the present case, ander all the circumstances, 
the committee forbear to recommend any action 
to the Senate. They hope that the strong con- 
demnation of the nalities which led to threat- 
ened volence, their censure of the attempt, by a 
member, to avenge himself in the presence of the 
Senate, and of the practice of carrying arms in the 
Senaie Chamber, will be a sufficient rebuke, and 
& warning not unheeded in future. Should this 
hope prove vain, and similar scenes of violence 
again oceur, they cannot doubt that the Senate 


po ae prompt, stern, and effectual punish- 
n 
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asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to re- ij hereby is authorized, by and with the advice and consem of 


; ; . : i 
linqaish to the State of lowa the salt springs set iam chal’ have row Pes tpriuswtes such @% 


Senate, to appoint three commissioners, any wwo of . 


apart for her use; which was read a first and sec- || as may be appointed under the legislative Sahat of om > 
ond time by its title, and referred to the Commit- || State of Texas, apon the territory property included within, 


tee on Public Lands. 
THE BOUNDARY OF TEXAS. 


resolution respecting the boundary of Texas. ! 
The reading of the joint resolution having been 
called for, it was read as follows: 


1, 1845, for annexing Texas to the United 


it Going | 
ordained that “ the territory properly included within and || 


rightfully belonging to the blic of Texas” might be | 
erected into a new State and admitted into the Union, itis | 
the opinion and judgment of Congress that the admission of || 
Texas into the Union, with the boundaries deseribed by the || 
laws thereof, not objected to by the United States at whe || 
time of such annexation, is conclusive as againstthe Uniied || 
States of the right of Texas to all territory included within || 
such boundaries. | 

2. Resolved, That when in a state of war, and in the ab- || 
sence of actual State authority anywhere without the limits | 
of a State, military possession is taken by the United Sunes || 
of such part of the territory of a State, such possession can i} 
rightfully be considered as taken and held only in subordina- || 
tion to the authority of such State, to be surrendered forth- || 
with on the demand of such State when the war is ended. | 

3. Resolved, That it is the duty of the United States forth- | 
with to surrender to the constituted authorities of the State | 
of ‘Texas all and any territory within the limits of that State, | 
as the same are prescribed by the laws thereof, which may | 
have been temporarily in the military occupation of the Uni- | 
ted States during the late war with Mexico. i 


The resolution was then passed to a second read- || 
ing. 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. BELL gave notice that he would to-mor- | 
row, or some subsequent day, ask leave to intro- | 
duce a bill to grant to the Nashville and Chatanooga | 
Railroad Se the right of way and a dona- || 
tion of public lands, for the per of locating || 
and constructing a section of the Nashville and || 
Chatanooga Railroad on and through the public | 
lands in the State of Alabama. 

HEIRS OF KOSCIUSKO. 

Mr. WALKER. While I was out of my seat || 
yesterday, the resolution submitted by me some | 
time since, in relation to interference with the ! 


rights and privileges of American citizens, was | 


laid on the table. I now move to take it up, not | 
for the purpose of consideration at this time, but | 
simply to postpone it to a future period. 


Mr. WALKER 
consideration be postponed until Friday next. 
PRIVATE BILL PASSED. 
The bill for the relief of David N. Smith, hav- 


| 

The motion hn. agreed to, | 
t ' 

} 

| 
} 


ing been engrossed, was read a third time and 

passed. 

IMPROVEMENT OF PRESIDENTIAL MANSION. | 
The joint resolution authorizing the expenditure 

of an unexpended balance of an appropriation, | 

was read a third time and passed. 


THE MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 





making appropriation for the support of the Mil- | 
itary Academy for the year ending the 30th o | 
June, 1851, was read a first and second time by its | 
title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
PRIVATE BILL. 

Mr. JONES. 1 move to postpone all the prior 
orders, with the view to take up Senate bill No. 
82, which I believe there is just time enough to 


pass before proceeding to the special order. It is 


the bill for the relief of Lewis A. Thomas and 


Thomas Rogers, reported from the Committee on | 


Indian Affairs. 
The motion having been agreed to, the bill was | 


amendment having been proposed, it was reported 
to the Senate and tederet to be engrossed for a | 
third reading. 

THE COMPROMISE BILL. 





Texas for the establishment of her western and 
north western boundaries. 

The pendi ueMtion was on the following 
amendment yesterday by Mr. Brapavry : 


Strike out all after the enacting clause, in section 2%, | 


and insert in lieu thereof as follows: 
“That the President 


i 
I) 


| 
Resolved, §c., That by the joint resolution nepreyes March |. 
tes, 


|| into operation east of the Rio 
|| established for New Mexico 


en moved that the further || 


| Hamlin, Huater, 


| 
} 
| 
| 


| Underwood, Upham, 
throp—28. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
for the admission of California. as a Siate into the | ad 
Union, to establish Territorial Governments for | 
Utah and New Mexico, and making proposals to | 








of the United States be, and he | 


and rightfully belonging to the State of ‘Texas at the time of 
her annexation to the United States, or at any period since 


i} that een to define and establish the limits of the s.me, 
Mr. MASON asked and obtained the unani- | 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce a joint | 


if they shall find it practicable wo de so; and in case they 
shall be unable to e upon the true and legitimate boun- 
dary of the State of Texus, they are hereby authorized to 
agree upon a convenient line of boundary between the ter- 
ritory of the United States and the said State of Texas 
commencing at ed me where the Red river is intersécted 
by the one-hundredth degree of west longitmde, being the 
southwest angie of the Indian territory, and running ta a 
point on the Rio Grande to be agreed upon by the said com- 
missioners ; and alse to agree upon the terms, conditions, 
and considerations upon which such line shall be estab- 
lished ; and the proceedings and agreement of the said com- 
missioners shall be, a8 s00n as possible, transmitted to the 
President of the United States, to be by him submited tw 
Congress, for its action thereupon. And the said agreement 
when approved by the Congress of the United States, an 
the Legislature of Texas, sliall be obligatory upon the par- 
ties.” 

Mr. SEBASTIAN moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by striking out the words— 

“ Commencing at the point where the Red river is inter- 
sected by the one-hundredth degree or west fongitnde, being 
the southwest angle of the Indian territory, and running te 


|} & point on the Rie Grande.”’ 


The amendment to the amendment having been 
debated by Mr. SEBASTIAN and Mr. CLAY, 
was rejected. . 

Mr. DAWSON moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by adding the following words thereto: 


And be it further enacted, That until such time as the 
boundary tine between the State of Texas and the territory 


| of the United States be agreed to by the Legislature of the 


State of Texas and the Government of the United States, 
the territorial government authorized by this aet shal! not go 
rande, nor shail awy State be 


bracing any territory east of 
the Rio Grande. 


The subject was debated by Messrs. DA W- 
SON, BENTON, CLAY, DOUGLAS, BUTLER, 
MILLER, RUSK, UNDERWOOD, EWING, 
FOOTE, BALDWIN, and HOUSTON. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, I have thought 
for some length of time that the friends of this 
measure were anxious only to obtain terms with 
Texas. Having despaired of their ever reaching 
that end, having lost all hope that they will be able 
to succeed in that achievement—for it seems that 
Texas will not consent to anything, will not sup- 
port anything—and as it would seem that the pas- 
sage of this bill is utterly hopeless, | move to lay 
it on the table. 

Mr. HALE. Upon that question | ask the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 


|| lay the bill on the table, and resulted as follows: 


i} 
it 


YEAS—Messrs. Bakiwin, Barnwell, Benton, Butler, 


|| Chase, Clarke, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Miasis- 


sippi, Dayton, Dodge of Wisconsin, Ewing, Greene, Bale, 

ason, Miller, Phelps, Seward, Suiitls, 

Turney, Upham, Walker, Winthrop, and Yulee—25, 
NAYS—Messrs, Atchison, Badger, Bell, Berrien, Brad- 


|| bury, Bright, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Cooper, Dawson, Dick- 


inson, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Downs, Feich, Foote, Hous- 


‘ || ton, Jones, King, Mangum, Morton, Norris, Pearce, Pratt, 
The bill from the House of Representatives, | 


Rusk, Sebastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Wales, 
and Whitecomb—2, 


So the motion was not agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT. The question now recurs 
on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Georgia, to the amendment of the Senator from 
Maine; and on this question the yeas and nays 
have been ordered. i 

The question was then taken, with the follow- 
ing result: 

YEAS—Mesers. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Bell, Ber- 
rien, Butler, Clay, Clemens, Cooper, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dawson, Dickinson, 2 of lowa, Downa, Fuote, Houston, 


Hunter, Jones, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Phetpe, 
Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Sturgeon, Turney, and 


considered in Committee of the Whole; and, no) “Nays, 


NAYS—Mesers. Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, Bright, 


| Chase, Clarke, Davis. of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge of 


Wisconsin, Dougias, Ewing, Feich, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, 
Miller, Norris, Pearee, Seward, Shicids, Smith, Spruance, 
Wales, Waiker, Whitcomb and Win- 
So the amendment to the amendment was 


opted, 
The PRESIDENT. The question now recur 
on the amendment of the Senator from Maine, as 


| amended, and on this questicn the yeas and vaya 
| have been ordered. 
| The 


tion being taken on the amendment as 
amended, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Seuvietns Badgrr, Behl, ponte, Brad- 
b Bright, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Cooper, Dawson, Diek- 
fanaa: Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Downs, Feich, "Foote 
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ie , » Ki M Nv * vk, 7 : ' he : 344 Wa ,inet : ; 
Paige vt ar gg hy dn acy The SPEAKER thereupon proceeded to call the || Colonel Butler was an agent of the Cherokes 


ane : committees for Indians—a post of hi wane 
NAYA—Mve-ra.. Baldwin, Barnwell. Renton, Butler, Mr. DULR Caney 


Chase, Clarke, Davi« of M busetts, Davis of M ; REPORTS. £) desired to be info 

Fo eo ie Greene. tale, Hemi, || Mr. LITTLEFIELD, from the Committee on |/-by the Speaker, whether there was any quesi 

Sp uanee, Turney, Underwood, Upham, Whales, Winthrop, || Agriculture, to which had been referred memorials before the House. seg 7 

and Yulee—28, Lof several State Legisfatoren, of agricultural socie- se ree ae The question is on the third 

‘Mr: iy’ | ties, and of sundry individuals, in favor of the es- . sy 

Ba TENSE OF Sty: PERRET War hgrera tablishment of a “agricultural pasees in the De- | , ah. JONSON. denotipreing. ic An immense 

Mr NO tion ||.partment of the Interior, asked that that commit. || } accounts, examined and 

a sus y conaeceasaaes oo || tee be discharged from their further consideration, | through his hands,,. After he left the mation ae 

ifg or prohibiting African ‘slavery ;” and'on that || 8d that they lie on the table. ok of suspended accounta,.as is Usual, re. 
uestion he called for the yeas and nays. | The motion wag agreed to, | mained here againgt him... He came on to thy 

$ ‘The yens and nays were ordered. ||. Mr. BENNETT, from the minority of th : as js almost vavanabls Necessary in. such 


to 


' t g. | Committee on Agriculture, asked leave to intro- || C28¢8,,with his accounts, and was engaged in ; 
rer’ Ar Saarnven cee ae we duce a bill and report on the same subject. examination and settlement of them, He had 4 
WOOD, as to. whether the amendment of Mr. ||. Mr- CROWELL rose to inquire if the Commit- ceeded with the onttlagnest in the full extent of al 
Nona wae inorder. The Paeswenr having | tee.on Indian Affairs had been called ? the accounts, Ye the exception of some five 
decirfed the amendment to be in order, The SPEAKER said, it had not. thopaand three. hundred dollars. 

“The amesdment was then debated by Mesars | Mr. CROWELL. Has it been reached? At that nee Galentl osler, who had been a 
DOWNS, FOOTE, PHELPS, PRATT, TUR-|| The SPEAKER. Not yet. pointed to t command of. regiment from South 
NEY. CLAY, BUTLER, BERRIEN, and || _ The question then recurring on the motion of | Carolina, wa order i y the Government to iake 
CASS. * | Mr. Paments, for leave to introduce a bill and re- | Bp his ono aT aol ATOR Whep he left, 

1] t fro i i i- SAAR et 
egies tare moved that the Senate do now } ot the minority of the Committee on Agri completed. No, one bat Sleoall wan cal 

' : || Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, objected, be- ||-M@*!ng the examination necessary, but find, 
it a and nays were ¢alled for and ordered, | batting hie én, thie metialhinte dclhdanilides ebuild hot || hepa! Romeees soake pis Geversnre, hadet - 

: ! AC. if iscussi . Fauol » UPON the com. 
YRAS—Mesers. Badger, Barnwell, Bell, Clemens, Ew- || ba, reached _if.any, dimension aroge pletion of the examination, it would erin, 
the Government was in his debt to the amount of 
eight hundred dollars. 

The fate of this gallant officer and accomplished 
gentleman is known to the country. At the battle 
of Cherubusco—one of the most brilliant actions 
_recorded in the history of the Mexican war—te 

| fell at the head of his regiment. 

The heirs of Colonel Butler, found his estate, 
small and embarrassed as :t is, subject to this 

amount of five thousand three hundred dollars of 
suspended accounts; and they. have proposed wo 

the Government that his claims, of what nature 
soever againstthe Government, should be given up, 


ing. Munter, Mangum, Pearce, Pha, and Yulee—10, | The SPEAKER said, the report came from the 
NAYS=Meers, Atehison, Benton, Bradbury, Bright, || minority of the Committee on Agriculture, which 
Butier, Cass, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Coover, Davis of Missis- || committee had been called in its order for reports. 


sippi, Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin. Dodge of || . . 4 . | 
Town, Noticing, Downs, Feich, Foote, Greene, Hale, Ham- But a minority could not report a bill without con 
lin, Houston, Jones, rm Mason, Miller, Morton, Pratt, || sent 


Rock, Seward. Shiels, Smith, Soulé, Sturgeon, Turney, || Mr. JOHNSON withdrew the objection. 
Underwood, Wales, Walker, Winthrop,and Whitcomb—4l. || Mr, JONES. Lrenewit. Iam opposed to an 


So the Senate refusedto adjourn. | agricultural bnrean. 
The dente Was continded by Messrs. BER- || The SPEAKER,, Objection is made, The gen- 
RIEN, FOOTE, DOWNS, and DAVIS of Mis- || tleman can present.the renort—which may be sent 
sissippi, who, on the suggestion of several Sena- | to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
tois, yielded, without finishing, for a motion to | Union—but not the bill. 
adjourn, arid the Senate adjourned. || Some conversation followed, the result of which 
fe eae a nae Suutees ar and that the Government. should consider the ac- 
ity) were referred, to the ittee of t ; " 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 6) she state af the Unions and cedored vo be printed, |/ counts, between, itself and. the estate of Colon 
Wepnespay, July 31, 1850. | eek m suppose the gentleman from Bailes ap mine me eT 
| New York (Mr. Bennerr] can give notice of his ||... . : ie 
a eee ee a wet oe intention to Seats the Ne P circumstances of the = pngupatting faith in the 
oe a ee in —— cue | ‘The SPEAKER. The gentleman can'do so by declaration recorded by Col. But 5 previous to his 
en ae. Senne laos ve Aden gr he © . com unanimous consent; but there is no necessity for || departure for, those battle-fields from which he 
of ae — atta oe ae vommitiee || that course, as thejgentleman can, if he desire, || PEver. returned, have, passed, this, joint resolution 
on one faire, —— a oe vive notice at any time, under the rule, of his-in- balancing accounts between the two parties. | 
of Mr. tor r. ed 4 Seen Of || tention to ask leave to introduce the bill. . Or, the resolution will be put on its passage. 
i to the name cw =f en ames | whenever the subject shall come up in Committee Mr. CROWELL desired to be sakogeed by the 
MA, G ee Ws ; an C4 eae ¥ || of the Whole on the state of the Union, the gen- || Chairman, of, the,Committee on ian Affairs, 
Mr. esenee . Jurian tot eee - 4 - - || tleman can, without notice, offer his proposition. (Mr, Jounson,] whether he [Mr..J.] was not 
epants, to fill the vacancy occatione f VF , ne || In the mean time, the Speaker suggested that the |) Convinced, from. conversation, wath, the accounting 
ofthe late Hon. Danret P. Kine, of Massachu- || biN might be prifted as & part of the report. officers, that these accounts could be satisfactorily 
aetts. .. || Mr. JONES. How is that® I object. I ob- || €XPlained and settled if Colonel, Butler, were now 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, desired to be in- | ject to the bill heing introdaced. ' here to make the nequisiie explanations, and that 
See ree Speeker, what was the, regular or- ||“ The SPEAKER. The bill is not before the || pe pe pee oie moneys that he had re- 
ero yieiners, | 0 $ ‘ : ‘ ; 
The SPEAKER said, the regular order of busi- | a ae ite et tie ee Mr. JOHNSON asaid,.such was, the state of 
ies was the call of the committees for reports. | Mr. JONES... J object to.the printing, | facts. He had atthe moment forgotten to make 
Mr. JOHNSON called for the regular order. | The SPEAKER, The House has ordered the brat SNR On he saonnnsineetinnn nam -— 
REGISTERS AND RECEIVERS. | majority and minority reports to be printed, and || 2 AP: AROSE: MER JPR ARE OOFTEN 
On a former dayy when the bill from the Senate || the bill is a part of the report. ’ is. ERI Raren ne eh neD een cated 
concerning the sauneaamnion of registers and re- || _ On motion by Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, sn0en seenpienh, cenpnamnse wns pees 
ceivers of the United States land officers to locate || the Committee on Agriculture was discharged || o¢ toscana of its officers, 
bounty-land warrants bad come up, it had been || from the further consideration of the memorial of Mr. J. then moved that the resolution. be put 
referred, to the Committee on Public Lands. | Wm. H. Paddock, of New York, praying the aid len ae 


: . : its passag: that ion he asked the 
Mr. RICHARDSON had moved a reconsider- || of Congress in the establishment of an Agricul- pe le -_ of maton 
ation of that vote. _ tural Institution at Washington city; and it was The SPEAKER. The joint resolution will be 
Mr. R. now rose and expressed his desire to || ordered to lie on the table. read through... 


withdraw. that motion, if it was in order for him | THE LATE COLONEL P. M. BUTLER. The resolution was then read... 


to do ao. ‘ : .... || Mr, JOHNSON, of Arkansas, from the Com- || . The,question, reeurring, on the demand for the 

The SPEAKER said, the motion to réconsider || mittee on Indian Affairs, to whom. had /been re- prariqna avestions Ronaoa a second. 
we bé withdrawn by the unanimous consent of || ferred the joint resolution from the Senate pro- The main question was ordered, and being 
the House. k || viding for the settlement of the accounts. with the || ta iho Yoke 

Mr. RICHARDSON. [ask leave to withdraw | neirh and representatives of the late Colonel. Pierce || .. The joint resolution was read a third time and 
the motion, | . || M. Butler, late agent for the Cherokee Indians, ‘ ; 

No objection having been made, reported the same back without amendment. Mr. JOHNSON moved a reconsideration of the 

The motion was withdrawn. A The bi!! haying been read by its title— vote, and that that motion be laid on the table. 
: er ae nee referred to the Committee on Mr. JOHNSON asked that it might be put upon Ordered accordingly. 

ublic ‘ 


its passage. iia as 

Mr. CHANDLER rose to give notice of his in- The SPEAKER said that the bill would be INDIANS IN TEXAS AND NEW MEXICO. 
tention té ack leave te introduce a bill modifying || read. ro: _ Mr. CROWELL, from. the. Committee on In- 
the act of July 30, 1846, fixing the rate of duties Mr. JOHNSON said that before the Clerk pro- || dian Affairs,.r back, without amendment, 
on articles imported into the United States. ceeded to read the bill, he (Mr. J.) desired to say ill entitled “An act to.enable the President 

The SPEAKER said, if no objection was made || a ver few words in explgnation of its object. to negotiate with the Indians of the. prairies south 
the notice would be entered; but, in any event, | And he was satisfied that if gentlemen would give || and west of the Missouri river, to the northern line 
the gentleman could’ give the motion under the him their avenue for a few moments, wh he of the State of Temes \ ir oon 
role, ; _ |) explained the character of the bill, and | mountains and including those ew Mexico. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansiis, I call for the pad Deere . 


cy of the Senate upon it, they would not hesitate to || The eae been read by. its title— 
regular order of ' sustain the motion he had alk Mr. CROW 











said, he was instructed by the 
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»mittee on Indian Affairs to move that the bill 
L nat upon its passage ; and, before. the question 
taken, he desired to say a very few words in 

pation of the motion. 

The bill had been passed by the Senate at an 
stage of the present session, from a convic- 
es on the part of the government, and of the other 
och of the Legislature, that the subject was one 
ereat importance. The Indian tribes embraced 
® she bill were the most warlike in all the western 
montry. During the present session, Congress 
ied already, in consequence of the hostile demon- 
gations made by the Indian tribes upon the west- 
un frontier, and against the people of Texas.and 
New Mexico, authorized an increase in the army 
pan extent involving an expenditure of two or 
juee millions of dollars. The Government was 
pisfed that a treaty should be entered into, and 
hat it would be attended with the most salutary 
psolts. There were at the present time captives 
smong these Indian tribes—women and children— 
yeeritly taken from the western settlements, and 
i was our duty to resort to every legitimate means 
for their rescue. 

This could only be done by entering into treaties 
vith the tribes, and establishing friendly ,relations 
with them. The estimated expense of these treaties, 
snd of the purchase of thé captives, were two 
hoadred thonsand dollars. The estimate was made 
by Colonel Mitchell, Superintendent of Indian A‘- 
firs at St. Louis, an experienced officer, who had 
heen in the Indian service many years, as every 
western member well knew. He did not wish to 
prolong the diseussion. He had made this state- 
ment to show the necessity of immediate action. 
And he moved the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read to the 
House. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to refer 
the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. He said it contained an ap- 
pronriation, and must be referred. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Crowe tr] that the 
bill must he referred. 

Mr.CROWELL. May it not, without objec- 
tion, be passed ? 

The SPEAKER. It can be by unanimous con- 


gent. 

Mr. RICHARDSON objected, remarking that 
it wasa very important bill. 

The question was taken, and 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. BURT, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, made adverse reports in the following 
cases, which were severally ordered to lie on the 
table, viz: 

The petition of S. L. Fremont, a lieutenant in 
the United States army, praying that he may be 
restored to his former rank‘as a staff officer; 

The petition of James McNutty, a soldier in the 
war of 1812, praying for the arrears of pay due 


him 


The petition of Captain J. G. Barnard, of the 


Engineer Corps, asking the restoration of the pay 
‘i allowances of the officers of the Corpa of En- 
neers; 

The petition of William Hutchinson of Ken- 
tacky, asking for compensation for services ren- 
dered in the war of 1812 as a spy; 

The petition of Benjamin Moore, praying. com- 
pensation for his improved method of percussion 
flint-lock arms, which has been adopted by the 

nance Board, and is now in use at the national 
armories ; “t 

The petition of Charles G. Layton, praying 
compensation for the value of the schooner Albert 
Gallatin, eaptured by the enemy in the late war with 
Encland, while used as a transport vessel by the 
American troops in November, 1814; and 

© petition of Hamilton P. Bee and others 
and the resolution of the House of the 24 ¢ 


April Yast, in relation to the raising of iter 
regiment of cavalty, © ao 


RANK IN THE ARMY. 
ot. BURT said he bad been directed by the 
i mmittee on Military Affairs to report to the 
conn’ & joint resolution declaratory of rank in 
ain cases, tei ; 


The geso a 
tine bye Oise eee ae ee Sak Cena 
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'Mr.-B. moved that it be pat on its paseage. 

Mr. BURT said, if the. House would indulge 
him for. five minutes or less, be would explain to 
them the character of this joint resolution. It 
involved a matter purely of military regulation. 
By the 6ist article of war, officers. who hold. a 
commission inthe staff of higher rank than that 
which they held in the line, were upon. courts- 
martial, and when different corps of the army meet 


_ together, entitled to rank according to their prior 


commission. The rank operated in the nature of 
brevet rank. Cases had arisen, and one was 
pending at this moment, in which an officer in the 
line of the army of the rank of lieutenant, had 
been appointed quartermaster, exercised the com- 
mission for some length of time, and voluntarily 
resigned his commission of quartermaster. Other 
cases had arisen, in which the staff commission 
had been abolished by law. But in all these cases, 
the officers claimed the brevet rank of the commie- 
sion which they had voluntarily resigned or which 
had heen abolished by law. 

The War Department deemed it necessary that 
Congress should declare its opinion upon the 
point. It had lone been a controverted question 
in the army. The Committee on Military Affairs 
were, unanimously, decidedly of the opinion that 
an officer holding a commission in the line of the 
army, who had held a staff appointment which 
was either abrogated by law or voluntarily relin- 
quished hy the officer, should not.be entitled to this 
rank. They thought where the staff commission 
had been abolished or resigned, that it should be 
held as if it had never existed. That there was 
no propriey whatever in allowing them precedence 
in courts martial, or whére different corps of the 
army meet together; and they had proposed to the 
House, for its adoption, the joint resolution. It 
did not touch the case of brevet, but was confined 
strictly to the case which he had mentioned. He 
believed that no officer of high rank in the army 
entertained for a moment the supposition that, un- 
der anch circumstances, they should be entitled to 
brevet rank. 

He trusted, therefore, that the House would 
adopt this resolution, which the War Department 
deemed necessary to the service. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland. This resolution, 
as 7 understand it, relates to the rank of officers 
of the army,and to the question of precedence 
among these officers. 

Mr. BURT. I willexplain. I fear that my 
friend from Maryland was not present when this 
joint resolution was under consideration in the 
Committee on Military Affairs. It was not a 
question relating to the precedence between the 
regular officers of the line and those of the staff, 
or in anv wavy interfering with their rank. 

Mr. EVANS. It is question relating to rank. 


Mr. BURT replied, that it was a question of || 


rank, but it only related to the rank which a lineal 
officer, who has filled a situation in the staff, 
which he has either voluntarily relinquished, or 
which had heen abrogated, should afterwards hold. 
Mr. EVANS bevged the House to give him its 
attention while he made a single remark. This 
question of rank and precedence between officers 
of the line and of the staf of the army, and be- 
tween officers of the army and officers of the navy, 
seems likely to be productive of no less an evil 
than the disorganization of the whole service. It 
was a subject which was constantly pressed on 
members of this House in memorials, and some- 
times by private letters addressed to them by offi- 
cers. He believed it might possibly result in an 
entire disorganization. On his motion, the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs had adopted a resolu- 
tion, afterwards unanimously passed by this 
House, calling on the President of the United 
States to submit his views on the subject of the 
relative rank of the officers of the army and navy, 
and in relation to all the other questions of rank of 
any kind. He had sach confidence in the know!- 
edge and discretion of the President of the United 
States, as to believe that, standing above the in- 
fluence of all personal feeling on the subject, he 
would give such an answer to the resolution as 
would lead to a final adjustment of the diffieulty. 
He felt himself even qt liberty to state, that the 
President would call a board of officers equally 
ahove all improper feeling, who would report such 
plans as would per» settle all questions of 
rank. He submitted to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and to the House, 
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whether it would not be the better-course to post- 
pone this subject until the ‘President shal! have 
replied to that resolution whieh had the unenimous 
sanction of the House, and shal! have given as the 
light and benefit of his opinions. ‘He: was per- 
fectly aware that there was constant quarreling 
among the officers on this subject of rank, and, if 
we meddle with it at all, it will be the best way to 
settle it permanently. It is a question which has 
been productive of continual discord in the service. 
lis injurious effects are not confined to the army. 
They extend themselves to the navy, producing 
great inconvenience in that branch of the service. 
‘Three officers may be put into a beat, and not one 
of them be able to get out again if each adheres to 
his privilege of precedence. He gave the Secre- 
tary of War entire credit for the best intentions in 
endeavoring to adjust this particular part of the 
But this was one of the very things in 
enntention between officers of the army, and there- 
fore ought not to be considered by itself, but in 
connection with the general subject: for we ought 
to do nothing to embarrass the settlement of ali the 
questions which can, by possibility, arise in the 
service, on the subject of rank. And itwas not 
likely that the difficulty could be permanently set- 
tled until the President of the United States shall 
have communicated pis views as to the most effect- 
ual and desirable e of adjustment. 

Mr. CARTTER expressed the opinion that the 
subject had better be passed over. There had 
been a great deal of trowble about it. If he recol- 


= 





— 


| lected aright, there was no period during the 


Mexican war, but some court-martial was con- 
vened to sit upon the question of military etiquette 
hetween officers. There was more trouble in ad- 
juating these matters among these officers than 
there was in raising the volunteers and fighting the 
The whole army and the whole campaign 
were disgraced by difficulties on some miserable 
point of military etiquette which courts-martia! 
were convened to settle. It was now proposed to 
have the rank of all these gentlemen fixed right in 
one bill, so that these disgraceful scenes might 
not recur, in ease we should be unfortunate enough 
If they had not 
capacity enough in this House to fix a general sys- 
tem of military etiquette in this matter of rank, he 
would propose to referthis matter to a committes 
of old maids, and let them settle it. He scouted 
the question as one of such insignificance as to be 
unworthy the attention of the House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he would like to call his 
colleague to order. He would ask him if the army 
had anything else to do in time of peace than to 


| attend to these questions of etiquette and other 


matters of equal importance ? 

Mr. SAVAGE and Mr. STANTON, of Ten- 
nessee, simultaneously addressed the Speaker. 

Mr. STANTON said he would move thé pre- 
vious question. 

The floor was awarded to Mr. Savace. 

Mr. SAVAGE (whose remarks were doubtfully 
heard) was understood to say that the claim of 
officers to rank must be predicated upon some law. 
He would be glad to be informed upon what law 
this claim of rank was predicated. Now, prior 
rank was recognized in some instances, bat sure- 
ly if gentlemen will examine the law they would 
find that this wae not one of the specified cases. 

Mr. BURT (Mr Savace yielding) would state 
to the gentleman and to the House, that he made 
it a rule never to move any proposition of this 
kind connected with the organization of the army, 
without being assured that it hed the approval of 
the Secretary of War; which has aseally the ap- 
probation of the Adjutant General. He had im his 
hand a minute and detailed report upon this sub- 
ject from the Seeretary of War. He had the letter 
of that officer in his hand. 

The honorable gentleman from Tennessee stated 
that a more minate examination of the military 
law would perhape result in the conclusion that he 
(Mr. B.) was in error about it. The gentleman 
was a military man, he believed, and he asked, in- 
quiringly to be sure, under what law or authority 
this question arose. He had hoped that the hon- 
orable gentleman had heard the remarks which he 
had previously made. He had stated that the 
question arose under the 61st article of war. Un- 
der that article, which related to these prior com~- 
missions and to the rank under prior commissions, 
every military gentieman knew that an officer of 
the line of the army who had held a staff commis- 

















sion higher than his lineal rank, was entitled to 
rank according to his staff rank on courts-martial 
and when different of the army meet. The 
resolution did not to touch that question 
etal. But under this 61et article of war, regard- 


ing rank from prior commission, officers of the | 


line of the army who hed resigned their staff com- 
mission, held rank notwithstanding according to 
their prior commissions. And he held in bis hand 
a very able and lucid report from the War Depart- 
ment, setting forth the necessity of this resolution 
at this moment, 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland. What objection has 
the gentleman from South Carolina to postponing 
this subject until the President sends in his report 
upon the subject? 

Mr. BURT replied, none et all. He had deemed 
it his duty not to press the bill which he had pre- 
viously reported concerning brevet rank, until that 
report should come in. But he would inform the 
genvteman from Maryland, that there was a case 
now; and, as he was informed, there was likely to 
be several cases of an unpleasant character, of the 


dercription he had detailed to the House. He did | 


not think the resolution offered by his friend 
from Maryland would embrace the cases provided 
for in this resolution, which had been prepared at 
the War Department, and sent to him as a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Military Affairs. He 
certainly had no feeling on the subject. He only 
wished to carry out those regulations which the 
War Department believed to be necessary to the 
harmony of the public service. 

Mr. SAVAGE (resuming) repeated, that the 
question of rank was a question to be decided by 
law, and that a rigid oppladion of the laws and ar- 
ticles of war would settle the question. The House, 
then, were asked to do what it was the duty of 
those who adjudicated upon the law to do—to set- 
tle a judicial question. He thought it was a matter 
upon which no legislation was needed touching 


this question of rank. Now, if the officer whose | 


runk was now in dispute, actually held the rank 
which he now claimed, there seal be no dispute 
about his being entitled to what he claimed. The 
question also arose, what effect was the resigna- 
tion to have upon the claim which he now 
made? That was purely a question of law. 
Prior commissions were regarded by the military 
law, for the purpose of settling the question of 
seniority. This was not the question—it was a 


question whether these men should claim higher | 
rank than they actually held inthe army. Now if 


the Secretary of War should deem that in any in- 
stance having held previous commission was con- 


sidered a good ground for cla:ming higher rank, | 


then he (Mr. 8.) would be prepared to vote. for 
the resolution, It conferred seniority, not higher 
rank. 


Mr. BURT (Mr. S. yielding) said, the gen- 


tleman frora Tennessee was very clearly rightas to | 


the main principle which he was arguing. Under 
the 6Ist article of war it was necessary to recur 
te the prior commission to determine the rank of 
two officers who held the commission, e. g., of first 
lieutenant or captain. Supposing they received 
thor commission the same day, they would be 
equal; but to determine the precedence, they must 


reler to the date of their former commissions. But || ought to be laid on the table, although I will not 


thie did not touch this case. The case presented 





placed at the foot of the list of captains in the 
corps in which he should be so recommissioned ? 
Theeame would apply to any other corps, whether 
artillery, dragoons, or riflemen. If sach would be 
its effect, it would be manifestly unjust, and he 

|| would oppose it. 

‘| Mr. BURT replied, that very lately he had 

|| made it his duty to institute an inquiry upon this 

| subject. He was informed by the proper author- 


—E 


|| ity, that the officers of the corps of engineers, | 


|| finding themselves at a military post or with a de- 
|| tachment consisting of different corps of the army, 
| af they were to claim command corresponding to 
| their rank, there was nothing in the law or in the 
|| military regulations to prevent them from exer- 
‘| cising it. They were officers of the army. He 
was told that that would be the result. 

Mr. HARRIS again interposed, and, observing 
that the gentleman from South Carolina had not 
| met the point he made, repeated the question which 

he had previously propounded. 
| Some conversation ensued upon this point be- 
|| tween Mr. Hanais and Mr. Borr. 

Mr. BURT said, as he understood, wherever an 
officer was transferred, either voluntarily or other- 
wise, he must take rank in the army according to 

|| his commission in the army. But he did under- 


| stand that of an officer of any one of the staff || 
nd he was told that this corps was not | 
|| properly called the staff corps, but a special corps. || 
|| Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, said the great ob- || 
|| jection to acting upon this resolution at this time | 


|| cor 


was, that this was one of the questions about 
which the officers of the army were now quarrel- 
ling with each other. If they passed the resolu- 
tion in this shape, it would interfere with the plan 
which the President intended to propose to them, 
by way of a general regulation. He said, then, 
that they were not prepared to interfere with it; 
and he hoped to be pardoned, if he appealed to 
the gentleman from Tennessee to move to refer 
the resolution to the Committee of the Whole on 
|| the state of the Union, and to move the previous 

uestion on the motion. It appeared to him, that 
the very best method of proceeding was to refer 


Ti 
! 
1 


|| this resolution, and, in the mean time, before they || 


came to act, they would receive the report on the 
_whole subject. This resolution, if passed, he re- 
|| peated, would interfere with that general plan; it 
|| related to the very thing which was at this time 
| most bitterly contested by the officers. 

Mr. SAVAGE resumed. He considered the 
question as being one of so unimportant a charac- 
| ter, that it ought not to have been sent here. But 
| as it had been sent to the House, it must neces- 
sarily be disposed of, and he, fer one, was pre- 
| pared to dispose of it now. To his mind, the 
| whole question narrowed itself down to this sim- 
| ple point, Shell the fact of having held a prior 

commission, of itself give to a man a commission— 
a standing—superior to what he actually holds? 
|| Let a quartermaster, for instance, be made a lieu- 
| tenant: the law now in force will entitle him to say 
'| to his brother lieutenant, whose comniission was 
|| signed on the same day as his own, *‘ Sir, I have 
| held rank in the army, and now, when it comes to 
|| a struggle for precedence between us, 1 am the 
|| senior lieutenant.’ I think the whole subject 


|| make the motion. 
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was where a second lieutenant, for example, in the || 


Mr. ASHMUN, remarking that he thought suffi- 


army had received the appointment of quarter- || cient time had already been taken up in this matter, 


master, which the gentleman from Tennessee || 


claimed would give him the rank of captain, re- H 
signed his commission as quartermaster, and vol- | 


moved that the resolution be laid upon the table. 
The question, “ Shall the resolution be laid upon 
the table?’’ was taken, and decided in the affirma- 


untarily went back to his usual rank; yet under || tive—ayes 79, noes not counted. 


the Gist article of war, under the construction | 
which hed sometimes prevailed at the War De- | 
partment, (but not at this time,) he claimed upon || 
courts-martial, and where different corps met to- || 


gecher, the rank of captain, although he had re- | 
signed the commission which gave him that rank. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, (Mr. Savace yield- | 
ing for the purpose,) said, he wished to inquire of | 
the chairman of Miluary Affairs as to the effect of 
this revolution, . Would it not have the effect to | 
deprive any o 
engineer, OF 


corps, in case either of | 


these corps should be abolished and either of their | sage 


officers be recommissioned in the line of the army 
in any other corps, of all clainy to rank for his 
services in the corps so abolished? In sucha 
case, would not a 


in. of engineers, (for in- 
stance,) if he should be of ten years standing, be | 





: 


of the engineer, topographical | 





So the resolution was laid upon the table. 
MIAMA RESERVATION IN INDIANA. 


Mr. ALBERTSON asked the unanimous con- | 
sent of the House to make a report from the Com- 


mittee on Public Lands. 
No objection having been made— 


Mr. ALBERTSON reported “ A bill reducing 
the minimum price of the lands, in what was the 


Miama Reservation in the State of Indiana.”’ 


Mr. A. said that, as it was late in the session, 
he should move that the bill be put upon its pas- 
ge. These lands had been long in market; all 
had been sold except the réfuse, and it was not 
just in the Government to require two dollars per 
acre for these lands, when the best lands in the 
State had been sold for one dollar and twenty-five 


cents per acre. 





He asked thata letter from the faa 
of the General Land Office might on _— 


. ject to th 
| Mr. COBB, of Ala Rene: 


July 3) 





: The gentleman 

it as a part of his speech. You cannot ob; he 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman fon lee 
| (Mr. Arserrson) is entitled to the door and bs 
| & right to have the letter read, as a part of 


i} 

i . 

| Mr. SILVESTER inquired of th 

|| whether the morning hour had expired? ne ~ 

| (Mr. S.) moved that the House proceed to the 
ee cone on the Speaker's - 

e said the morni 

| yet expired. 6 Dour had a 

|| So the motion was not entertained. 

|| Mr. ALBERTSON resumed the floor 

1 following letter was read by the Clerk: 

| Generat Lanp Oprice, July 18, 1959 

Sin: In reply to your lever of the 17th instant, | hav 

honor to state that the total quantity of land in the M 

| Reservation in Indiana, acquired under the two bean . 

ties, is eight hundred thousand six bundred ang fn a” 





» ANd the 


i 
if 


acres; of which quaitity there bas been disposed 4. 
hundred and twenty-two thousand — hundred = 
| twenty-six acres, leaving unsold on the 20th of June 1859 
| seventy-seven thousand eight. hundred and twenty-sey ’ 
| acres, or rather less than one-centh of the entire Ceision. 
lam, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant 
J. BUTTERFIELD, Commissioner 
| Hon. G. N. Frren, House of Reps. 

The bili having been read— 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, said that if the House 
understood the bill, he was satisfied there would no: 
be a single objection to the passage of the bill, |: op. 
ly proposed to retluce the price of these refuse lands 
to one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, the 
| uniform price of all the Government lands, Th 
_price was fixed by a provision at the time of the 
ratification of the treaty, and at that price nine- 
| tenths of the lands have been sold. The refuge js 
} only left. If the price remain unchanged, the 
i] ra will not be sold; but if reduced, many of thems 

will be taken up, occupied, and leuaovel I hope 
| the bill may pass, . It is a local matter, and places 
|| these lands on the same footing with other public 
lands, which is but an act of justice. 

Mr. DUER made a remark, the purport of which 
was understood to be, that he did not know wheth- 

er this bill ought to pass or not, but he did know 
that the very worst bills that passed this House 


were forced through precisely in this hasty and 
inconsiderate way. He moved that the bill be 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. SILVESTER moved that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. FITCH appealed to the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Duer] to withdraw the motion. 

The SPEAKER said, that unless the motion to 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union was withdrawn, no action could be had 
on the bill. 

Mr. SILVESTER adhered to his motion. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Siryester, and decided in the negative. 

So the House refused to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The question recurring on the motion to lay the 
bill on the 

Mr. ASHMUN requested the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Dusgr] to change his motion, s 


' 


as to substitate a motion to refer the bill to the 

Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

and the previous question, for the motion to lay on 

the table. 
Mr. DUER said he had no objection. : 
So Mr. D. withdrew the motion to lay the bill 
on the table, and moved that it be referi: to the 

Committee of the-Whole on the state of i Union. 

And on that motion he called the previous ques 

tion. 

Mr. HARLAN desired to say a few words. 
The SPEAKER said no remarks were in order. 
The question then recurred, and was taken, on 

the demand for the previous on. 
There was a second. And the main 

was ordered to be now taken, (being, first, on the 

motion to refer to the Committee of the Whole 0 

the state of the Union. 
And, the 


i heving been tekken, the vol 
49, 

nc Be ed forte 7 
referred 











i} 
| 
i 


emand. 
to the Committeg of the 


Whole on the state of the Union. 
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Gos re late. marshal of ‘he District of 







ALABAMA AND ILLINOIS RAILROAD. 
Mr. INGE rose (he said) to a privileged ques- 
Some days ago, the House had had under 
= ration a bill entitled ** An act granting the 
spt of way and making a grant of land to the 
. of Iilinois, Mississippi, and Alabama, in 
4 of the construction of a railroad from Chi 
Mobile.” rding this as a bill of great im- 
2 nee, and anxious that the House should act 
it, and as it could only be acted upon by 
0 ing to the consideration of business on the 
aker’s table, he moved that the House proceed 
to the consideration of that business. 
Mr. BAYLY._ I rise to a privileged question. 
The SPEAKER. There is already such a 
gestion pending—the motion of the gentleman 
fom Alabama, [Mr. IncE,]} that the House pro- 
ceed to the consideration of business on the Speak- |, 


a’stable. | 
The question was taken, and the vote stood— 


ayes 55, noes 67. 
Wi, BAKER and Mr. RICHARDSON asked 


the yeasand nays, which were ordered; and, being 
nken, resulted—yeas 108, nays 86; as follow: 

ypAs—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Alston, 
igderson, Ashmun, Baker, Bay, Bissell, Boyd, Briggs, 
gooks, Albert G. Brown, William J. hrown, Chester 
puler, Thomas B. Butler, B. C. Cabell, George A. Cald- 
well, Calvin, Cartter, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Cole, Conrad, Corwin, Disney, Doty, Durkee, Edmundson, 
Nathan Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fowler, Gid- 
dings, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gorman, Green, Hall, Ham- 
pond, Haralson, Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. | 
Harris, Haymond, Hilliard, Howard, Howe, Hubbard, Inge, || 
Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Jobnson, Robert W. Johnson, \| 
Jones, Julian, Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, Levin, Little- 
field, Job Mann, Marshall, McClernand, McDonald, Mc- 
Kissock, McLanahan, McQueen, Morse, Newell, Ogte, 
Orr, Os, Owen, Pitman, Reed, Richardson, Rockwell, 
Ross, Sackett, Savage, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus || 
Sevens, Stetson, Strong, Taylor, Toombs, Underhill, 
Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, Wentworth, 
Wihems, Wilmot, and Young—108. 

NAYS—Messrs. Averett, Bayly, Bennett, Bingham, Bo- 
cock, Bokee, Booth, Breck, Burrows, Burt, Joseph Cable, 
joseph P. Caldwetl, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 
Conger, Crowell, Daniel, Dimmick, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, 
Dookam, Alexander Evans, Freedley, Fuller, Gerry, Gott, 
Gould, Hamilton, Isham G. Harris, Hebard, Henry, Hib- 
bar!, Hoagland, Holladay, Houston, Hunter, William T. 
Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, George G. King, James 





























































way to the Gainesville and 
Company.” 


der was the bill entitled “An act granting the right 
of way and making a grant of land to the States 
of Illinois, Mississi 
construction ofa railroad from Chicago to Mobile;”’ 
and that the pending question was the motion of 
the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Cons,] to 
strike out the word “ten” in the third line, 5th 


House bill entitled ‘*An act granting the right of 


Kaib Plank Road 


ILLINOIS AND MOBILE RAILROAD. / 
The SPEAKER said, the next business in or- 












i, and Alabama, in aid of the 
















| 


: — 
section, and to insert ** twelve ” in lieu thereof. | 


Mr. RICHARDSON, (who was entitled to the 


floor) said, he did not intend to detain the House || 


| gentlemen had moved the previous question. 


| of the Whole on the state of the Union. 





G King, John A. King, Preston King, Mason, Matteson, 
Mevaughey, Finis E. MeLean, Moore, Morris, Morton, 
Nelson, Outlaw, Parker, Peaslee, Powell, Putnam, Rey- 
nods, Risley, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Rose, Rumsey, 
Seddon, Silvester, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
James Thompson, Thurman, White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, 
Wood, and Woodward—86. 

So the House proceeded to the consideration of 
the business on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill reported by the gentleman from In- 
diana [Mr. ALBERTSON] was referred to the Com- 
mite of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
He said he did not wish it considered at this time. 

The motion to reconsider was entered, and lies 
over. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- | 


lowing Senate bills, which were severally read a 
first and second time. by their titles, and referred as 
indicated below, viz: 

An act providing additional security for the lives 
and property of persons navigating the western 
waters. Referred to the Comimittee on Commerce. 

Anact to provide for the classification of the 
clerks in the military bureaus, and the equalization 
of their salaries. On motion by Mr. CARTTER, 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

_An act granting to the State of Michigan the 
nghtof way and a donation of public ‘ands for 
the purpose of locating and constructing a canal 
from the city of Rochester, in said State, to the 
waters of Lake Michigan. , Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Anact to confirm the sale of school lands made 
oJ. B. Gregoire and. P. Gregoire, in Louisiana. 
On motion by Mr. MORSE, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands 

An act for the relief of David N. Smith. Re- 
ferred tothe Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Joint resolution of the Senate, authorizing the 
*xpenditure of the balance of an appropriation. 
On motion. by Mr, CONGER, ref to 
Committee on Public Buildings. ‘ 
_ The following bills on, the Speaker’s table, com- 
ng Up in their order, were read a third time and 

» Viz: 

Senate bill entitled “An act for the relief of Wil- 





: 


| this bill by. 


errr 
SS TS 


by discussion: he thought gentlemen were as well || 
geen to vote upon the bill now as they would 
at any future time; the bill had arrived at a || 
int where it was necessary to have some action, 
e moved the previous question. 
Mr. BAKER addressed the Speaker. 
The SPEAKER stated that the colleague of the 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland. Upon the pa e 
of the bill? 1 trust it will be vets dewa. Pier 

Mr. JONES moved to lay the bill on the table, 
and on that motion he demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. DUER. Is there a motion pending to lay 
the bill on the table. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 






| he did not design to ge 
ti 


| anything to do with this bill. 
| the gentleman to say that there was but one forti- 


| stood me. 





The SPEAKER replied affirmatively. 

Pending the question— 

Mr. DUER moved that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into Committee 


‘The SPEAKER was in the act of counting the 
House upon the question, when 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays, and 
added that he wanted to see who was for passing 









The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Jones.) Remarks 
are not in order. 

The SPEAKER concluded the count, and an- 
nounced—ayes 75, noes 52. 
The yeas and nays were then ordered. 
And the question, being again taken, was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 102, nays 71; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Bennett, Bocock, Bokee, Booth, Breck, Burrows, Burt, 
Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cleveland, 
Clingman, Conger, Crowell, Daniel, Dimmick Disney, 
Duer, Edmundson, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, 
Fowler, Freedley, Gerry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Goul, 
Halloway, Isham G. Harri-, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, 
Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Holmes, Houston, Howe, 
Hunter, William T. Jackson, Jones, Kerr, George G. King, 
James G. King, John A. King, Preston King. Liulefield, 
Horace Mann, Job Mann, Mason, Matteson, McGaughey, 
McKissock, Moore, Morris, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, 
Outlaw, Parker, Peaslee, Pitman, Putnam, Reynolds, Ris- 
ley, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Ross, Rumsey, Sackett, Savage, 
Sehermerhorn, Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, Stanly, Pred- 
erick P. Stanton, Richard H Stanton, Stetson, Taylor, 
Thomas, James Thompson, Tharman, Waldo, Waiiace, 
White, Wildrick, Williams, and Wilmot—1®. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Ash- 
mun, Baker, Bissell, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, 
William: J. Brown, Buel, Joseph Cable, George A. Cald- 
well, Cartter, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cole, Corwin, De- 
berry, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Ewing, Featherston, Fiteh, 
Fuller, Green, Hail, Hamilton, Hammond, Harlan, Samp- 
son W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hilliard, Howard. Hub- 
bard, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson. Robert 
w. Johnson, Julian, Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, Marshall, 
McClernand, McDonald, McLanahan, Finis E, WeLean, 
McQueen, Morse, Newell, Orr, Owen, Richardson, Robin- 
son, Spaulding, Sprague, Alexander H. Stephens, Strong, 
Sweetser, Jacob Thompson, Underhill, Walden, Wat- 
kins, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wood, Weodward, and 
Young—7l. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Drs- 
ney in the chair,) and resumed the consider- 
ation of the bill making appropriations for cer- 
tain fortifications of the United States for the 
year ending 30th June, 1851. 

The pending question was.on the motion of Mr. 
Gippines to strike out the words— 

“ For defensive works and barracks near Detroit, fifteen 
thousand dollars.” 

Mr. BUEL was entitled to the floor during the 
residue of the time yet remaining, under the order of 
yesterday, for debate, and spoke in defence of the 
appropriation, and in reply to remarks made yes- 
terday in opposition to it. [His remarks will be 
blished in the hope “ 
The time allo for debate expired. Under 
the rule one hour was then allowed to— ‘ 


Mr. BAYLY, (the gentleman who had reported 
the bill,) and who took the floor. 

After some conversation— re 
Mr. BAYLY resumed the floor, He said that 
into any general speech on 
this bill. But he felt it to be his duty to submit a 
few remarks in reply to the observations which 
had fallen from several gentlemen during the de- 
bate, and particularly those of his friend from Ohio, 
(Mr. Cartrer.} That gentleman said yesterday, 
that this appropriation of $15,000 for the fortifica- 
tion near Detroit, was the only appropriation made 
by this bill for the Northwest; and that it was 
designed to salt down—to use his own exprea- 
sion—the western members. Now, sir, (continued 
Mr. B.,) I do not know what conception the gentle- 


} man has of the condition of western members, if 


he thinks that $15,000 will save them, if they are 


/in a condition in which they want salting down; 
| but Lam perfectly free to say, that such an idea 


never entered into my mind, and | believe it never 
entered into the mind of anybody else, who had 
I also understood 


fication for the whole lake coast, extending some 
three thousand miles. I confess, sir, that I am 
very much surprised at such a remark as this. 
Mr. CARTTER. The gentleman misunder- 
I said that this was the only appropria- 
tion for the Northwest: that there was but one 


| appropriation; but I did not say there was but 
| one fortification. 


Mr. BAYLY. I certainly understood the gen- 
tleman to say that this was the only fortification 
upon a coast of three thousand miles; but he says 
that | misunderstood him. Now itso occurs that 
there are fortifications on the lakes at all those 
points where it was supposed, by military men, to 

| be important that there should be fortifications. 
| There is a fortification near Detroit, and this ap- 
| propriation is asked for the completion of that 
| fortifieation. There is a fortification near Buffalo 
| on Lake Erie; there is one at Niagara, and there is 
| one also at Oswego. It is trae that no appropria- 
| tions are asked for any other fortifications on the 
| lakes than this one near Detroit, for the very satis- 
| factory reason that the others are completed, and 
| consequently no appropriation is necessary. And 
here | beg to say to gentlemen in reference to this 
| fortification bill, that it, by no means, covers or 
| includes all our fortifications; the greater number 
| of them ore already completed; and it is only for 
| those referred to in the bill that additional appro- 
priations are atall necessary. And appropriations 
'are made for every fortification in the United 
| States where appropriations are required, with- 
out any sort of reference to its locality. 
| The gentleman from Ohio was also pleased to 
say, that upon our lakes there was no occasion 
for fortifications; that the commercial marine there 
could sweep from the lakes any fleet which Great 
Britain could send upon those waters. I am not 
| going to comment upon this declaration of the gen- 
tleman; suffice it to say that, by a remark of that 
| sort, the gentleman shows that he has not con- 
| sidered the subject with that care which the 
| House has a right to expect from any member 
| who undertakes to enlighten us. 

It is not for me, sir, to defend our system of 
fortifications on the lakes, as against gentlemen 
| from that section of the country; but, | beg leave 
| to say that there is no portion of this country, in 

my opinion, where fortifications are more required ; 
and there is no portion of the country in favor of 
| which | would sooner vote for appropriations for 
| defensive works, We all know the necessity 
there was for such works during the late war with 
Great Britain; every one recollects how we suf- 
fered for want of them; but our sitwation in re- 
gard to the lakes is very different now from what 
1 





it was then. During that war the competition on 
the lakes between Great Britain and this country 
was one of ship-building. lt was a contest of 
ship-building, and we, being nearer the theatre of 
action, of course beat them. 

But; sir, in the event of another conflict between 
that Power and ourselves, it wil! be a very differ- 
ent matter. The advantage that we gained from 
our proximity to the theatre of action, caused our 
negotiators to stipulate for a provision in the treaty 
of Ghent, that neither nation should keep a fleet 
upon any of the inland seas; and it was of great 
advantage to us that there was such a stipulation, 
because, if this had not been seedred to us, the 
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adgantage that we possessed -by rea¥on ‘of prox- 
imilyy in any future. war, would: have been ‘lost. 
Bare situation of things is very different now. 
By means of her canal connecting the lakes, and 
her ahip canal. around the Falls of theSt, Lawrence, 
Great Britain has virtually annihilated this provis- 
ion of the treaty, and as it now stands, it is dis- 
advantageous to. us, instead of being beneficial. 
She can now, ata moment’s warning, throw any 
amount of her fleet upon the lakes, in the event 
of a confliet.. She is stronger than she was before 
in that quarter. 

1 undertake to. say, though 1 speak without 
specific knowledgeion the subject, that there is no 
seation of thie country where fortifications are 
more required, than. they are in that very lake 
country. 

The gentleman from Ohio, and some other gen- 
tlemen, have condemned, in very severe terms, the 
appropriations here proposed for fortifications. 
They regard such an expenditure of money as 
in the highest degree improper. We were asked, 
where is the necessity for these appropriations in 
a time of peace? The gentlemen who make these 
remarks, forget the warning of the Father of his 
Country, whose emphatic language was, that it 
war in a time of peace that we ought to prepare 
for war. Preparation ought not to be left for the 
time when. waris actually declared. I agree with 
this sentiment fully. It is in a time of peace, em- 
phatically, that .we ought to prepare for war. 

Mr. GORMAN (the floor being temporarily 
yieided) remarked, that about one half of the ap- 
propriations contained in this bill was to be ex- 
pended in ornamenting the grounds, and in pre- 

aring magnificent residences for the officers. 

he gentleman would find, also, from the reports 
of the engineer department, thet a portion of the 
money was to be applied to the erection of exterior 
batteries, 

Mr. BAYLY, (resuming.) The gentleman from 
Indians and myself are as far apart as the lakes 
and the mouth of the Mississippi. I was speak: 
ing of the fortifications upon the lakes; the gentle- 
man refers to the:fortification on the Mississippi 
river, 

Mr. GORMAN... Oh! no; 1 had in view the 
whole range of fortifications throughout the coun- 


try. 

Mr..BAYLY... I have as jittle interest in the 
passage of this.bill, apart from the general inter- 
evt that I feel for the welfare of the country, as 
any member.on this floor; lam as indifferent to 


its fate as any one can be. | have no doubt there 
isa considerable amount-of money to be ex pended 
In preparing quarters for the officers, and in beau- 
tifying the fortifications. Sir, although 1 am an 
economist, Lam not. prepared to say that every- 
thing like taste ought. to be disregarded; and I do 
not mean to say, oor do I believe that there is any 
unnecessary expenditure or extravagance in this 
respect; but at the point of the interruption by the 
gentleman, | was about to say that our own expe- 
rience at least teaches us that defensive works of 
this Kind ought to be erected in time of peace, 
Aad we all know the benefits to be derived from 
them in.time of war, 

We know how the country has suffered for the 
want of them. .. It is in the recollection of all, that 
when our system of fortifications was projecied 
eminent engineers were invited here from abroad 
to take charge.of the erection of our fortifications, 
and te determine.the localities most suitable for the 
defence of the country. The works have pro- 
greased until they have been nearly completed. 
As our country extends itself, this system must be 
extended and enlarged; but so far as the older por- 
tions of the country are concerned, the system of 
fortifications has been nearly completed; and. this 
bill, sir, is, comparatively a very small one. — lt 
proposes to appropriate only $739,000 for the for- 
lifications of a nation equal, nay exceeding in 
extent. of territory, 1 believe any nation on the 
face of the earth; a nation of twenty millions of 
people, inhabiting a country rich in all the resources 
that serve to enrich a people. A population such 
as this asks for. the completion of their fortifica: 
tions only the eum of, yen. and gentleman say 
this 18. extray _ 1 do not so esteem it; if | 
did T should be ag ready.as any man to reduce the 
appropriation, But the committee has carefully 
excluded from the bill everything which it was 
thought the public service or the public defence 
did not require. 3 


The general debate had now terminated, and the 
committee proceeded to vote on amendments, un- 
der the rule allowing five minutes’ explaiiation. 

Mr. CARTTER withdrew his amendment, 

Mr. MARSHALL renewed \he amendment; 
and said: The appropriations asked for by this 
bill amount to $758,000. The report of, the 
engineer, upon which this demand is based, is so 
general in its terms that no Representative ean 
form a sound judgment, either as to the reason- 
ableness of the estimates, of the propriety of the 
purposes to which they are to be applied. I 
find, upon examination, that the Committee of 
Ways and Means have reported, dollar for dollar, 
the amountasked for by the engineer, and 4 desire 
to know of the honorable chairman, if the items 
of which these expenditures consist have ander- 
gone examination and met with the approval of 
the committee? 

Mr. BAYLY was understood to reply, that the 
items were set forth in the report of the engineer, 
and were as accessible to the gentleman from Ken- 
tacky as to any of the committee, 

Mr. MARSHALL. If I understand the duties 
of-a Representative of the people, they cannot be 
performed by accepting such estimates as concla- 
sive of the propriety of the expenditures. I take 
the case of Fort Wayne, near Detroit, as an ex- 
ample, as that is embraced by the amendment 
immediately under consideration. The engineer 
informs us that the fortification was finished last 
year; that barracks for five companies have been 
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a, friend of the arin; T “will ‘not wore it, bee. 
the War Departmen t now requires a ’ 
liond of dollars for =a tertinndis ten 
ple will restive und 
force which costs annually 
The whole bill is 
Look at Fort Adams, at I 
as an instance: thi ve thousand dollars are te. 
quired. For what? engineer says that $15 (09 
are requiréd ‘for a wharf, for iron railing around 4 
parade ground, and for “some other little repairs.” 
I, Tor one, will not be ‘content to vote AWAY the 
public money upon any such information as thi, 
Look at Fort Monroe—eleven thousand dollars oj 
last year’s appropriation are in hand, and ye 
$20,000 more are asked, and not one word of expla. 
nation given as to the objects to which it is to by 
applied, Sir, we have requisitions for appropris. 
tions for more than fifty millions of dollars for this 
year, and yet not a dollar to the great river ang 
harbor improvements, so much requited by the 
wants of the commerce of the interior! Show me 
| what is required—absolutely required to complete 
works begun. Show me what is wanted to protect 
those points where Ps commerce centers, and | 
will vote the sum, if the purpose seems to be cop. 
sistent with enlightened economy; but I will re. 
fuse my sanction to this bill until the expenditures 
shall have undergone more critical examination, 
(Here the hammer fell.) 
Mr. M. withdrew the amendment. 
Mr. SACKETT renewed the amendment. H, 
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erected—the exterior nearly complete and a part of || did this for the purpose Of expressing his opposi. 


the interior finished, two sets of quarters for offi- 
cers finished, a third set roofed in, and foundations 
laid for three more sé@ts, and an hospital. For all 
this, in gross, he asks, for this year, $15,000. 
Now, sir, I want to know if this $15.000 is suffi- 
cient to complete the buildings; and if it is not, 
how much more will be required? How much of 
this money is requisite to finish the barracks and 
the unfinished quarters for officers, and how much 
of the estimate is to be applied to the sets of quar- 
ters and hospital whose foundations merely are 
laid. 

I now perceive that I call in vain on the honor- 
able chairman for this information, Why is it 
desired? Because, sir, unless there be some press- 
ing necessity, T shall not vote the money to build 
the houses.in Fort Wayne, which have progressed 
no further than'the foundations. In a state of pro- 
found peacé, there'cen be no reason for five com- 
panigs to be stationed at Detroit. Whatdo you 
want with a battalion ina mile of the city of De- 
troit? You are at peace with England; and the 
only use of this fort is to protect your commercial 
shipping on, the lakes in time of war. Asa fleet 
might be placed on Lake Erie to harass your com- 
merce, vessels would take shelter in the Lake ‘St. 
Clait, protected by the guns of Forts Wayne and 
Gratiot, but both stations are utterly useless as de- 
fences of the line of the Detroit river, and were 
never designed for such purp se. In time of peace I 
cannot fancy a necessity for more force there than 
shall be sufficient to keep the works in good repair. 
I shall not, in the existing condition of the finances 
of this country, vote the public money to build 
houses which may not be wanted for public use in 
this century. . Besides, what sort of quarters are 
these for our officers, for which $15,000 are required 
In the West, arespectable citizen builds his house, 
a comfortable two-story brick dwelling, for two or 
three thousand dollars, and it arrests attention that 
for the dwellings of the military gentlemen in a 
garrison, such extravagant sums are called for. 

When | find that the conimittee who has charge 
of this subject have not looked into the details of 
these estimates; | cannot consent to vote for the 
expenditure. lam willing toabide the examination 
made by our standing committees; and when they: 
report an appropriation bill, they are committed to 
the propriety of all the items of the account, and 
are to be understood as approving them. Bat 
now, sir, when this responsibility appears ‘to be 
shifted, and I am left to act upon my own respon- 
sibility upon the report of the Chief Engineer, | must 
know more than has been brought to light in this 
case. When I vote the expenditure, I approve it; 
and when I approve it, | must know for what pur- 
pose itis to be applied. As a friend of this Ad- 
ministration, I will not vote it, for the ear 
of this country will hold to a serious accountability 
the pablic agents who swell the annual éxp ' 
tures unreasonably. They ought to do so. ° As 
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tion to the principle adopted by the Committee of 
Ways and Means in reporting this bill. We 
have not fired a gun from our fortifications in near 
forty years, and there is no reésdn to suppose we 
shall have occasion to fire one for years to come. 
The circumstances of the country are such there is 
no reason to apprehend that these works will be 
| required for actual service for a long time, and | 
hope never. Under these circumstances, the 
principle of expending large sums in the comple- 
tion of these works appeared to bim to be very 
erroneous. There were demands on the Treasury 
of a higher character: He was willing to go to 
any reasonable extent that might be required for 
the purpose of preserving the public property from 
decay; but he was not disposed to expend large 
sums in completing werks which may be unneces- 
sary. There were works loudly called for by the 
great commercial interests of the country, far more 
important and more imperatively calling on us for 
protection. He referred to the clearing and en- 
larging of our rivers and harbors, and other objects 
connected with the interests of commerce and 
navigation. These subjects presented claims far 
higher than the completion of these fortresses, not 
their preservation from decay. He called the at- 
tention of the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means to some of the appropriations contained 
in this’ bill.” ‘There ‘are'three appropriations for 
‘the’ harbor of Boston, one for $10,000, one for 
$30,000, and one for $5,000. Yet it is wel! known 
that with common application of the skill and in- 
dustry the physical force in and about that city, 
the whole of the work eos to put the fortifica- 
tions in an efficient ¢ondition could be completed in 
ninety days. ‘This 000 Gould be laid out in a 
much shorter time. [t is appiropritated for che differ- 
ent works, and could ‘be laid oat in a few days in 
case of emergency, at any time. Why, then, wast 
considered necessary to appropriate $45,000 for this 
object now. There was alsvanother item. There 
was an appropriation of $120,000 for the works 
in and about the harbor of New York. The same 
reason would spply to this appropriation. ‘The 
physical strength always available in and about 
New York, was sufficient to experid the sum here 
proposed in a few days at any time, then where 
was the necessity for this appropiation now. He 
desired to call the attention of the committee ‘0 


these considerations. “He that he was 
willing to vote an which Was necessary for 
the the works which had been com- 
menéed, but he would’ not give his vote for 9° 
large a sam to complete these works, now it |s 
al er unnecessary. | 
e withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. CARTTER renewed ‘the amendment. 
With reference to what had been said by the Repre- 
sentative of the Detroit district, [Mr, Buex,} about 
the dead and the living, he remarked that he hed 
only to say, that the remarks of that gentleman 
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ae sropriate ina Fourth of 

oahave been very & eina Fourth o 
on, where no was required. If 
wy emen was compelled to bring up past gen- | 
jong in justifieation of the enormity attempted 
be perpetrated by the of these appropri- 
oe he must be h pressed certainly. He 

of opinion that if the ntleman had not had 
vee sion heretofore to iodalge in all this glorifica- 
ee his State, at some Fourth of July celebra- 
00 e would hardly have thought of introducing 
aaa Detroit, according to the gentleman’s ac- 
oa (said Mr. C.,) is the’ greatest city in this 
it is the centre of all the wealth and all 
It has more commerce than all | 
ihe rest of the United States. But what is ‘the 
qa? Why, it is notorious that the little town of 
Toledo, about sixty miles distant from Detroit—a 
own that is scarcely noted on the map—has a |} 
commerce larger than that of Detroit. 

Mr. BUEL. The gentleman is mistaken—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from || 
Obio yield the floor ? ; 

Mr. CARTTER.» No, sir, the 
fused to yield the floor to me, and 
yeatto be deprived of my time. 

Mr. BUEL. » The gentleman is mistaken in the } 
siatement that he has made. 

Mr. CARTTER. | am informed that the com- 
merceof Toledo is greater thH@n that of Detroit. 

Mr. BUEL. It1s not so. 

Mr: CARTTER. 1 understand that the com- 
merce of Toledo jast year exceeded twelve millions 
of dollars, while that of Detroit fell below that 
amount. I may be mistaken, however. But the 
idea of the Detroit Representative getting up here 
and giving this House tounderstand that all God’s 
creation belongs to Detroit, is what 1 cannot stand. 
(A laugh. } ‘ 

in my remarks yesterday, which I supposed 
would pass unnoticed, but which have constituted 
atbeme upon which the gentleman from Detroit 
has descanted, for the benefit of his constituents, 
{said that the Detroit river was not the natural 
harbor of the commerce of the lakes; that it was a 
narrow river with a swift current, and that sailing 
vessels could only pass through with a favorabie 
wind. Has the gentleman met that objection? 
No, sir. Instead of meeting my argument, he 
talks about steam craft. Why, the steam craft 
will ake care of thempseives; there is no difficulty 
about their running into harbor. It is only for 
that portion of craft which depends on the winds 
in making a harbor that protection is needed. Talk 
about your steam craft on the lakes running up to 
Detroit for cover! Jt is all balderdash, and you 
know it. 

But remarked at the close of my speech yes- 
terday, that if it were truethat you wanted to erect 
fortifications for the purpose cf covering and pro- 
lecting your retreating commerce, you should erect 
them where commerce can go, and where it can 
find shelter and protection, Erect your fortifiea- | 
tion on one of the islands of the bay 

The falling of the Chairman’s hammer announced 
the expiration of the five minutes. 

Mr. CARTTER withdrew the atnendment. 

Mr. BAYLY renewed it. He said tie only 
wished to makeoa remark or two in reply to the 
gentleman from Connecticut, (Mr. Creveranp.] 
His honorable friend’ from Kentucky desired to 
koow in what manner the Committee of Ways 
and Means had looked into this matter. He 
suid it seemed that the committee had taken the 
estimates of the Engineer Department, and that 
those estimates were very extravagant. ~ And ‘he 
wanted to know whether the chairman of the com- 
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entleman re- 





mittee had looked into and carefully examined the | 


tems. He would say to the gentleman, in reply, 
that he apprehended the committee were as well 
satisfied of the correctness of the items of appro- 
priation, as they could be without a personal in- 
specton of the works. He was of opinion that the 
'eport of the Engineer Department, scrutinized by 
the Seeretary of Wav, then submitted to the 
committee and examined carefully by them, ought 
'o be more satisfactory to the House and the coun 
try, than any individual opinion or es. 

He would say, further, for the information of 
the gentleman, that the committee were satisfied 
of the correctness of the items of appropriation for 
these fortifications, precisely in the same manner 
as they were sati of the propriety of the ap- 
Propriation for the marine hospital in the gentle- 
man's own town, which he so diligently pressed 
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upon the com yn the chairman of the {| 
committee personally. “were satisfied of the 
prepriety of these eepropstihient by precisely the | 
same sort of evidence. ; 

With reference to the remark of the gentleman 
from New York, by which he seemed to intimate 
that he’ thought the committee had proceeded 
blindly'in regard to the appropriation for the Bos- 
ton harbor, he would say to the gentleman, that || 
the committee'struck out a large portion of the ap- | 
propriation recommended for that harbor, thinking |) 
that it was rather beyond the mark. ‘| 

Mr. SACKETT said, he had made no com- || 
plaint against the committee 

Mr: BAYLY, in conclusion, observed, that he 
did not Know that it was necessary for him to | 
trouble ‘himself any further with this bill; it was |, 
noW ib thé hands of the Committee of the Whole || 
—they could do with it as they pleased. If they || 
chose to reject it, of course they could dé so. 1] 

He withdrew the amendment. H 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, called the attention |) 
of the committee to the report of the Engineer | 

Department, for the purpose of replyifig to those || 
gentlemen who desired that the present system of 
making appropriations for fortifications should be || 
abandoned; and that these forufications were in || 
fact more important as works of defence than at || 
_any former period. The vast improvements which || 
have beer ‘made in the application of the power of |, 
stédm to the navigation of vessels, as well as for | 
transportation by land, would enable an enemy to 
come upon us before we are aware. It is necessa- 
ry that in the constraction of oir means of defence 
we should keep pace with the increase in the dan- 
ger of hostile attack. In reference to the estimates 
on which the appropriations in this bill were found- 
ed, he showed that the engineers had taken pains 
to prepare them with a regard to the strictest econ- 








omy. 
Mr. MARSHALL interposed an enquiry as to | 
| an estimate of $35,000 for iron railing and coping | 
| at one of the works. 
Mr. EVANS explained, that this appropriation | 


| covered not only the iron railing butall the work re- || 


| quired on the fortification. He went into a defence | 
| of the ‘system of ,fortifications, contending for its 
| continuance as absolutely necessary to our security. | 


| The country could not be defended without them. i 


| In the absence of these fortifications, how would | 
| it be possible for us to contend against the great 
| naval power of Englatid, and the three hundred or | 

four hundred war steamers which she could bring | 
| down upon us; oF against the steam power with 4 
| Fraice might bring to bear against us, should such 
| a state of things afise as would place us in an atti- | 
| tude of hostility ‘towards these Powers? He re- 
| mindéd the committee of the recommendation of 
General Jackson on the subject of fortifications, | 
| which hia time would not allow him to read, but | 
| he referred to the documents where it might be | 
found. 

He replied to the objections which had been 
| urged against the expenditures on Fort McHenry, 
and pointed out the importance of that fortification, 
and the effectual protection which it was calcula- 
ted to afford to the city of Baltimore. By the ex- 
| penditures which had been made at Soller’s Point, 
) a hostile force coming up the river would be com- 
pelled to turn several streams, and make 4 circuit 
| of some forty miles. 
| are not informed on this subject to examine the 
| report and the map which he had on his table, and 
| they would find sufficiént reasons for this appro- 
priation. 

He withdrew his amendment. 

Mr? CLEVELAND renewed the amendment. 
He stated that he saw in the course which the dis- 
| cussion had taken, that there was a general dispo- 
| sition not to pass the bill in its present form; and, 

if he was correct in this impression, it appeared to. 








' mit the bill. He rose, therefore, for the purpose 
of making this suggestion, as the most expedient 
course, in the existing” 
the strong prejudices which prevailed against this 
system of fortifications. In the committee, the 
propriety of dividing these : iations, and 
apportioning a smalleramount to“each, might be 
considered. The appropriations might be dimin- 
ished so as only Sento tie the preservation of 
the unfinished fo i from decay, and thus 
preventing any waste of thé public propaty. He 


He asked gentlemen who | 


' him to be the best plan, in order to accomplish the | 
| object which all seemed’to have in view, to recom- 
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did not feel himself called on at this time to 
whether he would vote for this bill or no 
was not sufficiently conversant with the 
works it embraced to be able to decide as to th 
necessity, so that he would have to vote for: 
against the bill as a whole. He would much pre- 
fer @ revision of the bill in the Committee of Ways 
and Means, for the purpose of introducing some 
such modification as he had suggested. Ani this 
he was atill the more inclined to do, because we 
are now very near to another session of Congress, 
and no great injury can be done to the works du- 
ring this short imerval, by a suspension of opera- 
tions! Should it be found at the next session, that 
the public interests are likely to suffer by this 
course, Congtess could easily enlarge the anpro- 
priations. The whole country, in his opinion, 
was becoming weary and sick of these large ex- 
penditures on useless fortifications; and it was due 
to public opinion that these annual appropriations 
should be cut down, and this great amount of ex- 
pénditure should be saved to the Treasury. In 
his view and judgment, such a course would be 
satisfactory to the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, to the committee itself, and to 
the country; and, as he could see no injury that 
was likely to result to the public interests from 
such a course, he was decidedly in favor of it. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON renewed the amendment, for 
the purpose (he said) of making some remarks 
more immediately in reply to the géntleman from 
Connecticut, [Mr. CLeveranp. } 

It is true, sir, (said Mr. H_,) that Tam not per- 
fectly familiar with the military details involved 
in this bill, or with the peculiar merits of the va- 
rious points selected for fortification purposes, 
But, sir, | should regret exceedingly if, in making 
| a discrimination, we should be compelled to fall 







|| back upon any such arbitrary principle as that 


| which has been proposed by the honorable gen- 
tleman from Cornecticut. There is one appro- 
priation in the bill, however, the necessity for 
which | know full well; and that appropriation, 
though apparently a large one, 1s not greater than 
the public service, or the public protection impera- 
tively demands. It is that which relates to Fort 
Delaware, the only appropriation for any for- 
fication, or for any point within the limits of 
| the State which I have the honor to represent. 
The amount of the appropriation is fifty thousand 
dollars. If the genudeman from Connecticut will give 
me his attention for a moment, I will say to tim, 
that so far as this appropriation is concerned, the 
principle suggested by him should not apply, 
however just it may be in its application to certain 
other appropriations in the bill. 
lt is well known to some gentlemen who have 
served in this body longer than the gentleman 
from Connecticut has, that the State of Delawafe 
ceded this island to the Federal Government some 
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|| twenty years or more ago, on the condition that it 


should be fortified. It was fortified at a very con- 
siderable expense to the Government, and the 
works that were erected there were probably the 
finest that were ever erected by this Government 
for any such purpose. About fifieen years ago, 
they were destroyed by an accident, and the peo- 
ple of that region of country were exceedingly 
anxious that they should be repaired. A question 
arose, however; in regard to the title to the island, 
between New Jersey and Delaware, and that ques- 
tion having remained unsettled until recently, re 
appropriation during all that time has been made 
for the repair of those works, until the last sec 
sion of Congress, when, in compliance with the 
conditions of the grant, and for the purpose of 
promoting the restoration of the works, an appro- 
priation was made. And | ask the gentleman if 
he would now, when the Government has just 
resolved upon the restoration of this fortification, 
which has been neglected in consequence of the 
pending dispute for a period of fifteen years, situ- 
ated as it is at the most important point upon tae 
whole river and bay of Delaware—lI say, I ask if 
he would now seek to reduce that appropriation 
| to $25,000? Sir; 1 take on myself to say that it 
ought to be increased. 
tr) CLEVELAND (the floor being tempo- 
|| rarily yielded to him) said, that his idea was that 
|| twenty-five thousand dollars were as much ascould 
|| conveniently be expended upon that work before 
the next session of Congress, when the additional 
twenty-five thousand dollars could be appropris- 
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ted, ifmecessary. His object was two-fold. One 
ra buke this extrav t spirit in regard to 

1) ations; and the other was to appropriate 
only 80 much as could be conveniently expended. 

Mr. HOUSTON. { understand the gentleman’s 
motive. But the honorable member must remem- 
ber, that several months must necessarily ela 
before any other appropriation can be made. The 
Committee of Ways and Means of the fast Con- 
gress provided only for an appropriation of 
$50,000, when double that sum could have been 
expended, and very judiciously expended during 
the time that has since elapsed. I maintain that 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means of this House has placed the appropriation, 
so fat as this fortification is concerned, upon the 
most economical basis, and | presume he has done 
so with regard to all the other appropriations con- 
tained in the bill. 

He withdrew the amendment.. 

Mr. SWEETSER renewed the amendment, for 
the perpose of giving the reasons which would 
induce him 40 vote against this ill. We were 
now in a state of profound peace, and he wes op- 
posed to any new expenditures on these fortifica- 
tions. He would cheerfully vote for such sums as 
roight be necessary to preserve them from decay, 
but he would not goa step beyond that. What was 
the condition of the country? The amount of the 
appropriations for the current year, reported by 
the Committee of Ways and Means, was about 
fifty-two millions. Yet it was not more than ten 

ears ago that the Whigs had broken down the 

emocratic Administration, because the latter had 
expended less than thirty millions, And now the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
had reported appropriations to the amount of fifty- 
two millions. He did not think that the Whig 
party itself could, with any consistency, sanction 
this extravagant expenditure. Expenditures never 
go backward. In what aspect, in what view of 
our present condition, the appropriation of twenty 
millions more than was required for the support of 
the Government ten years ago, could be justified 
or explained, he knew not. It would be charged 
on the Democratic party, if they voted these ex- 
travagant appropriations, that the object was to 
embarrass the Whig Administration, and fix on it 
an odious responsibility, Such charge had been 
made in former instances, He did not desire to 
be invelved in any such charge. He would not 
vote a dollar beyond what was necessary for the 
preservation of these public works from destruc- 
tion. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. BAYLY (after some conversation) renewed 
the amendment, satin that he had not replied to 
some of the remarke which had been made around 
him, because he believed that no one could ever 
suapect him of being disposed to give to a Whig 
Administration too large an amount of appropria- 
tion. It had been always imputed to him that he 
was rather toc much than too litle of a party man. 
it had been said that the Whig Administration 
would be held responsible for these large appro- 
priations, To a great extent they will be so; 
because they have recommended these appropria- 
tions, which we have felt ourselves called on to 
report in accordance with these recommendations, 
Thia, however, he could not bring himself to. re- 
gacad in the light of & party question. 

The gentieman from Connecticut suggested that 
the appropriations should be cut down one half, 
‘That waa the course pursued during the war with 
Mexico, and even then the amount of the appro- 
priations was as large as now. And what was 
the effect? He knew what was the effect in one 
case. The appropriation recommended by the 
engineers for bid Point was reduced one helf. 
The result was, that nearly the whole amount of 
the appropriation was lost. The work was left 
in guch an incompleteand insecure condition that, 
a giorm occurring about the time, much that had 
been done was lost; while if the appropriation 
necessary to complete the work had been made, 
nothing would have been lost. So that in this 
case, a8 well eke. man eee cases, ~ maxim, 
‘* penny wise and pound foolish,’’ would properl 
apply. At the last session there was an ae 
priation made for this very work at Detwoit of 
$20,000, which was $5,000 more than is asked for 
now, He assured the committee that the appro- 
priations made by this bil! were not to the full ex- 


tent asked for by the Engineer Department, And 
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he could not but regard it as a curious situation in 
which he was placed, standing up here to defend 
appropriations asked for by a Whig Administra- 
tion, against Whig opponents. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. TOOMBS renewed the amendment, con- 
tending that there was no difficulty in determini 
the true principle of action in regard to this bill. 
The appropriations contained in it were asked for 
on the ground that it was necessary to keep up 
and complete these fortifications. If they were to 
be kept up, the estimates which have come from 
the proper departments, of the amount necessary 
for the work of the current year, constitute the only 
ground on which the Committee of Ways and 
Means could make their report. If the House 
should determine that the work should not be com- 
pleted, and that the system should be abandoned, 
then let the bill be rejected. It containsno new 
fortifications. Had it done so, he should have 
been indisposed to support it. But the appropria- 
tions are merely to carry on the old works. Ifthe 
House felt a disposition to abandon these works, 
he, for one, felt no objection, considering the sys- 
tem on which they had been constructed as ex- 

loded. But it must be borne in mind that to with- 

old these appropriations would be to destroy the 
works which are now in an unfinished state. He 
had been for some years a member of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and he would say 
that no work of retrenchment can emanate from 
that committee. The only means of framing esti- 
mates on which the reports of the committees must 
be based, are in the Executive departments; and if 
any extravagant outlay takes place, the responsi- 
bility should rest there. The Committee of Ways 
and Means could do nothing in the way of re- 
trenchment. He admitted that the public expendi- 
tures had increased, were increasing, and oughtto 
bediminished. And he was willing to take his share 
of the responsibility, if the House should now de- 
termine to withhold these appropriations and to 
abondon this exploded system. Let the House, if 
it please, wipe away the whole fortification bill, 
or else let it adopt the estimates which have been 
prepared by the proper department. The whole 
system which we have gone upon, belongs to an 
exploded military notion. eneral Scott had 
tested the worthiessness of it, in his attack on 
Vera Cruz. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. HOLMES (having renewed the amend- 
men@ said, he was surprised and pained to per- 
ceive so much opposition manifested to the system 
of fortifications by gentlemen on this floor. It was 
said that they were not consonant with the true 
mode of warfare; that the modern system of war- 
fare superseded the necessity for fortifications. It 
may be so, sir, (continued Mr. H.) It may be 
that Marshal ‘Turenne and all the other lights of 
military science were mistaken. But, sir, | can- 
not arrive at the conclusion at which gentlemen 
here have arrived, that fortifications are useless, 
And 1 cannot but regard the process of reasoning, 
by which they arrive at such conclusions, as en- 
tirely ad captandum. Blot out your fortifications 
and let the harbor of New York be exposed toa 
fleet of British steamers, and you would be liable 
to lose in a single night more than the whole 
amount of appropriations here proposed. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. CONRAD renewed the amendment. As 
well as he could be understood, speaking, as he 
did, with his back turned to the reporter, he ad- 
vocated the necessity of keeping up these fortifi- 
cations, not viewing the system in the light in 
which it had been viewed by the gentieman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Toomss.}] He regarded the intro- 
duction of steam as making it more necessary thaf 
we should keep up and increase our means of de- 
fence. The facilities of attack had been greatly 
increased, and the means of defence should be 
equally increased. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. sane renewed the amendment, for the 

pose of saying a few words as to the vote 
tvhieh he should. feel himself constrained to give. 
He did this in order that the opinions of the peo- 
ple of Ohio, so far as he represented them, should 
be known here. He would never be found giving 
his vote against this bill because it contained no 
other appropriation fora western fort than this 
$15,000 for at Detroit. If any gentleman sup- 
posed it to be his duty to go over each separate 








_ Suly 3] 
item in an appropriati 


ropriation bill, for 
making up his mind on the = 


ety of its — he would have to sit — 
long. time. e want information on which 
can found our action: How are we to get this bail 


thro the agency of the commi 

oubities gentieiaen from liens — 
tend to keep up this system of fortifications _ 
have nothing to do but to take the estimates whic 
have been prepared at the proper department _ 
act on them. We must either do this, or aband 
the system altogether. For himself and hig on 
stituents, he would say, they had no particular j 
terest in a single one of theve fortifications, the “ 

ropriations for which amounted to nearly & mi. 

ion of dollars. Yet his judgment suggested to hi, 
that it was proper either to vote for all these “~ 
propriations, as reported, or to abandon the Whole 
system. 

He expressed his great hope that in ret 
the liberality exbibieed by theMed ia Voting > 
all these appropriations for fortifications, a simile, 
feeling .would be shown by gentlemen from the 
commercial cities, when the bill for the improve. 
ment of the rivers and harbors of the West should 
come up for consideration. He would vote fo; 
this bill under a sense of duty. It was impossible 
for him to go into suith an investigation as could 
satisfy his mind in relation toevery separate item, 

He was ready to vote for the bill without further 
discussion. e withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. BAKER renewed the amendment, and made 
some remarks, only a few of which reached the 
reporter. He was understood as expressing his 
conviction that these large appropriations for forti- 
fications would not do so much as the ex. 
penditure of a single dollar for furthering the great 
public improvements of the country. He ex. 
pressed doubts whether those gentlemen from the 
commercial cities would be found ready to vote for 
aiding the western States in the construction of 
their railroads and canals. Still he would give 
his vote for the bill, although he would rather give 
five times the amount for the improvement of the 
great harbors on our sea-coast, and the rivers 
which perforate our extensive country. 

He referred to the necessity in which England 
was placed in keeping up her forts in consequence 
of her insular postion. She was no longer con- 
tending for extended empire, but for the means of 
sustaining her present position. He also made 
reference to the policy of Russia in encouraging 
internal improvements, and constructing extensive 
railroads. He regarded this policy by which in- 
tercourse and the transportation of stores was fa- 
cilitated as better calculated for the defence of a 
country than fortifications. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Some conversation followed on a point of order, 
between Mr. Burier, of Pennsylvania, and the 
Chair. 

Mr. BUTLER then renewed the amendment, 
(for the purpose of having a vote upon it.) 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved (pro 
forma) to amend the amendment by inserting the 
sum of $12,000. 

He stated that he had always been opposed to 
this system of fortifications. We had expended 
large sums in the construction of these works, and 
he did not think that the work which had been 
done repaid the cost. We had expended more 
thantwenty millions in the erection of fortifications. 
What have we done? Nothing, which can be of 
any practical value. He did not look forwardto 
any danger to which we were likely to be exposed 
from attacks by an external force. Therefore he 
was opposed to the expenditure of a large amount 
of money for a contingency never likely to occur. 
The only object of these appropriations was to 
keep a certain class of people employed and paid 
by the Government. it was a w which was 
never done, On Fort Warren, at Boston, we had 
expended $1,053,000, and yet we are called on to 
make a new appropriation for the next year. 
engineers never what 
They tell as all they have done. the past 
year, but say nothing of what they propose to do 
in the next year. We are told they have made the 
houses more cemfortable, have newly sodded the 
pa but what they mean to do next is untold. 

e 


they are going to do. 


referred also to the expenditure on FortJackson. — 


This whole system is one which feeds and grows 
on itself, It never S 


pleted. He saw no advantages which could result 


_ A fortress is never com” 
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